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The year 200 I wil l  be l ocked within our memo­
ries encompassing images that we al l watched in 
horror on September I l th and the evolving 
ram ifications of these . Let us hope that 2002 
wi l l  be a year of more posi ti ve forces at work 
heal ing those who were touched in such damag­

i ng ways by these devastating and violent acts 
of terrorism 

In order to maintai n continuing high qual ity and wide-ranging artic les, 
Strange Times wi l l  be increasing in  cost to £3.00 per copy and £12.00 
for a year's subscription. This w i l l  become effective for al l new sub­
scribers and renewals.  We hope all our readers w i l l  continue to sub­
scribe to Strange Times and we appreciate and value your support. 

In this issue we are running ori gi nal and provocative arti cles on topics 
that incl ude after-death contact, and mysteri ous coi ncidences to the 
enigmatic Hessdalen l ights in  Norway, extreme fringe beliefs and 
highly classified black aircraft. 

Echoes from the Borderlands explores and foc uses on some compel­
l ing and remarkable tales in an extensive article examining the nature 
of reports documenting after-death contact, near-death experiences 
and some strange and bizarre events relating to WW I I .  

B i l l  Rose l ooks at mysterious coincidences and synchroniciti es and 
asks whether these are random events or have a far more mysterious 
force behind them. 

Phi l ip Mantle travels to Norway for an exclusive report i nto the 
on-going mystery of the Hessdalen Val l ey lights and also conducts an 
i nterview with well-known Norwegi an researcher Odd-gunnar Roed. 

Chris Gibson analyses secret black mi l itary projects and questi ons 
whether there is any substantial evidence for the existence of highly 
advanced top secret mil i tary aircraft. 

Brian Alien is becomi ng a regular writer with Strange Times and i n  
the l ight of the World Trade Centre attacks in  N e w  York, he investi­
gates extreme fringe beliefs, in  this case founded on distorted inter­
pretations of Christian Scripture. 

We thank those readers who took the ti me to write to us giving us 
their comments, and some of these letters are there for you to read in  
this  issue. Please keep these l etters comi ng, as  your comments are a 
significant contribution to Strange Times. 

Strange Times wi l l  conti nue to highlight and explore extraordinary 
experiences, and al l things strange and during 2002 we wi ll  be bring­

ing you more penetrating articles addressing issues surrounding the 
concept of reality, consci ousness, visions, time-warps and all  inexpli­
cable phenomena. In  addition to this we wi l l  be l ooking at the re­
searchers and writers i nto the paranonnal fie ld of study and running 
regular interviews with them, in order to explore the reasons for their 
dedicated and focused vision into this subject. 

We hope you wi l l  conti nue to walk with us in the company of 

Strange Times through these strange and mystical l andscapes. 

I would l ike to wish you all a very Happy New Year and good for­
tune, good health and peace i n  2002. 

Gloria Heather Dixon January 2002 
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Schriidingar' s Black Cats 

-a personal view of the black aircran scene 

CHRIS CIBSON 

In early 1992, Jane's  Defence 
Weekly sent an article to me 
depicting a secret triangular air­
craft. This tweaked my interest 

in what came to be called "Black Air­
craft", for the simple reason that I had 
seen something similar over the North 
Sea in August 1989. It prompted me 
to begin an information gathering ex­
ercise that has continued to the pre­
sent day. This quest has seen me 
walking a tightrope that will be fami l­
iar to anyone who has tried to provide 
a rational explanation for strange phe­
nomena. 

Black aircraft, and their study, have 
become the "enfants terrible" of the 
aviation scene. Since the early 1990s, 
few aviation writers have admitted to 
opinions on them, those with opinions 
stick to them, mainstream media has a 
fascination for them, but generally the 
aviation press steers clear of this prob-
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lematical subject. When they do run a 
piece on the subject, it usually con­
tains somewhat outlandish claims 
about the origins of these aircraft or 
they go totally over the top on the 
coverage of a subject that, in reality, 
has l ittle substance. 

I suspect this is because most avia­
tion enthusiasts prefer their aircraft to 
be arranged in neat rows, easy to pho­
tograph and with registrations that are 
clearly visible on the tails  and can be 
checked off on a l ist. Black aircraft 
provide none of these convenient fea­
tures. 

It is a fact of life that strange phenom­
ena more often as not turn out to have 
rather mundane explanations, so 
maybe it is time to apply William of 
Occam's famous razor to black air­
craft. Perhaps as the overburden of 
secrecy is stripped away, much of the 
current evidence for the existence of 

these vehicles will require thorough 
re-examination. Like the vitality of 
Shrodinger's cat, the existence of 
these vehicles can only be proven if  
and when the security "lid" i s  re­
moved and the vehicles exposed to the 
world's gaze and the outlandish claims 
exposed as just that. 

THE STATE OF THE GAME 

As of January 2002, the pundits have 
speculatively i dentified nine vehicles 
and their roles: 

1) AURORA- Hypersonic replace­
ment for the SR-7 1. The most widely 
debated black cat, thanks to that sight­
ing of a unidentifiable triangular air­
craft over the North Sea and its as­
sumed ability to trip seismic sensors. 
The name Aurora has been established 
to have been a cover name for the B-2 
Spirit in its early stages of develop­
ment. 



This is most convenient, allowing a 
hypersonic vehicle called Aurora to be 
denied with complete candour. Also 
rumoured to be called "Senior Citi­
zen", a name that would fit in with the 
USAF project naming system. "Senior 
Citizen" has also been connected with 
a Boeing STOL transport aircraft. 

2) TR-JA- "Black Manta" - U-2R 
replacement. First sighted during De­
sert Storm, but now reported to be a 
"common" sight in the skies of the 
South Western USA, usually in the 
company of F-117 As. Its role is 
thought to include data relay and tar­
geting for F-117 As. The TR-3A has 
been variously described as a flying 
wing, triangular or manta-ray shaped. 

Three distinct appearances from the 
pundits, but a consensus on a single 
role. That support profile has been 
interpreted mainly from the sightings 
of single examples of the aircraft be­
ing associated with fonnations of F-
1 17 As. An interesting angle to the 
use of the TR-3A desi!:,mation was the 
unveiling, test flight (and crash) of the 
Darkstar UA V (uninhabited air vehi­
cle). Its official designation is 
"Tier 3-". 

3) M OTHERSHIP- Satellite 
launcher. The name "Brilliant Buz­
zard" has also been associated with 
this aircraft which is thought to be the 
air-breathing first stage of a Two 
Stage to Orbit (TSTO) system. The 
Mothership's XB-70-like lines have 
not been seen of late, but that doesn't 
mean it never existed. A second role 
could be as a strategic reconnaissance 
system. The planform of this vehicle 
would suggest a high operating speed, 
but probably not much !:,>Teater than 

BM:SYSTD1S 

What d oes the Northrop-Boeing TR-JA look like? The d rawing above is a 
BAE Systems concept for a single seat stealth attack aircraft which may 
be closely based on this classified US design. If the TR-JA is in USAF 
service alongside the F -1 1 7 A Nigh thaw k, it may serve as a tactical recon-

naissance aircraft and act in the target d esignation role. There have been 
reports that small numbers of these aircraft operated d uring the Gulf 
War and Balkans Campaigns. 

the SR-71. It may be used to carry 
testbed vehicles to the required alti­
tude and speed to enable their exotic 
propulsion systems to function. A 
Landsat image is rumoured to show 
three Motherships on the ramp at 
Groom Lake, but Landsat images of 
this area are, of course, "classified". 

4) A-1 7/FB- 1 1 9A- F-111 replace­
ment. This vehicle has been sighted in 
the mountains around Groom Lake, 
usually at night, at low level and high 
speed. It has a highly swept delta 
planform reminiscent of the North Sea 
vehicle. Witnesses have described a 
non-conventional lighting pattern and 

BILL ROSE 

an unusual sound associated with this 
aircraft. Vehicles with this lighting 
pattern have been sighted in UK air 
space since 1993 and two of these air­
craft may have been videotaped in 
New Mexico by the aviation writer 
Steve Douglass, although the picture 
quality is not good enough to be con­
clusive. 

5) FLAMING PUMPKIN SEED­
Hypothetical hypersonic strike/ 
reconnaissance vehicle. This may be a 
demonstrator for exotic propulsion 
systems utilising external combustion, 
possibly similar to an linear aerospike 
rocket, or pulse detonation wave en­
gine. Plan form is said to be that of a 
diamond or pumpkin seed. The Flam­
ing Pumpkin Seed vehicle could be a 
one-off test-bed, possibly even the 
source of the doughnuts on a rope 
contrails. 

Possible appearance of the A-1 7/FB-1 1 9A. If it exists, this aircraft could 
be a stealthy tactical light bomber with a supercruise capability. 

The Flaming Pumpkin Seed may be 
a development vehicle for the air 
spike concept. Not to be confused 
with the Linear Aerospike Rocket, 
this involves using a focused plasma 
beam to form a shock wave ahead of 
the vehicle, reducing drag and allow­
ing lighter, less heat resistant materi­
als in construction. A Russian project 
called "Ajax" is said to use this 
technique. 

An attack aircraft to replace the retired F-1 1 1  and the ageing 
F-1 1 7  stealth fighter would appear to be an obvious USAF requirement, 
so this aircraft may already be in semi-operational service. 
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6) F-121- a Vertical/Short Take Off 
and Landing (V/STOL) strike recon­
naissance vehicle. Reported to be based 
in underground hangars and rumoured 
to use technoloh'Y of a highly advanced 

nature. This craft has a triangular plan­
form and emits bright light from what is 
thought to be its "powerplant". 

Hmmmmm, sounds familiar ... It is odd 
that the leading proponent of the rather 
exotic F- 121 should cast doubt on the 
North Sea Triangle sighting, stating that 
it was nothing more sinister than a third 
F -111 refuelling fully swept. According 
to KC-135 Stratotanker crew and F-Ill 
pilots such a proceedure would be dan­
gerous and is not normally attempted. 

Powered by an exotic propulsion system, the "top secret" F-121 
4'Sentinel" could be little more than wishful thinking or at best a 
concept from a contractor's  think tank. 

BILL ROSE 

The widely rumoured Boeing Senior Citizen tactical stealth transporter 
would be used to covertly insert special forces deep behind enemy lines in 
a high priority situation. If  this aircraft exists in small numbers, it will 
remain classified until circumstances force d isclosure. 

A Lockheed concept from the early seventies showing a mixed propulsion 
hypersonic spyplane capable of operating on the edge of the Earth's atmos­
phere. Something similar to this may already have been flown from Area 5 1  

o r  White Sands, using an updated XB-70 as a launch vehicle. 
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7) SENIOR CITIZEN- STOL 
Transport. 
Working from Freedom of Informa­
tion Act documents and sightings of 
an aircraft with an ogival planform, 
Senior Citizen may have been identi­
fied. Previously considered to be a 
code name for the Aurora project, it is 
now thought to be the name of a pro­
gramme to develop a low observable 
STOL transport. This would be an 
ideal platform for the covert insertion 
and support of special forces and as 
such its role would require a covert 
development and deployment pro­
gramme. 

8) ASTRA- Supersonic replacement 
for the SR-71 Blackbird strategic spy­
plane. 

The March 1997 edition of Airforces 
Monthly, a respected aviation journal. 
carried an unprecedented 1 0 page 
spread on what has since entered 
black aviation lore as the Boscombe 
Down Incident. The article described 
an aircraft crash on the runway at the 
Defence Evaluation and Research 
Agency airfield at Boscombe Down. 
Boscombe Down not only has secure 
facilities, but is also one of the longest 
runways in the United Kingdom. 

The roads in the district were sealed 
off and over the next couple of days a 
variety of odd aircraft movements 
were observed at Boscombe Down. 
Of course none of this happened, but 
it has been postulated that a high 
supersonic (Mach 3- 4) aircraft called 
ASTRA (Advanced Stealth Technol­
ogy Reconnaissance Aircraft) suffered 



an undercarriage failure on take off. It 
was then recovered and the pieces 
shipped back to the US in a C-5 Gal­
axy. Of course, it is possible that the 
aircraft involved in this incident was 
the alledged A-17/FB-119A. 

9) SWITCHBLADE- F-111 replace­
ment 
Possibly a classic example of a patent 
document being applied to black air­
craft. Grurnman developed the X-29 
to investigate the feasibility of using 
forward swept wings on combat air­
craft. 

When a mystery aircraft with a pecu­
liar planfonn was seen flying around 
Cannon AFB in New Mexico. a for­
mer F-Ill base, it was assumed that 
this was a replacement for the F-111. 
The strange planfonn was due the air-

The F -11 1 swing wing bomber was operated by the USAF and although 
it suffered early teething problems, the range and performance, (which 
far exceeded the F -1 1 7  A) made this a valuable asset for tactical combat 
operations. At the present time, no successor has been revealed, but it 
seems likely that a replacement does exist. 

V nited States Patent 

Date of Patent: �ov, 16, 1999 Patent Number: 5.984,231 

AIRCRAFT WITH VARIABLE FORWARD SW.EPT \VI�G 
Assignee: �orthrop Grumman Corporation. Los Angeles. Calif 

Inventors: Heinz.A.Gerhard t 
Kcnncth Scho 
Joan :\olan 
Matthcw.N.Mrdcza 

Appl �o: 09/100.738 

Filed: Jun 19. 1998 I 

\ 

/ 
I 

\ 
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Fig lA 

When this d rawing was released by the U.S Patents Office, it reinforced a 
growing belief amongst aviation observers that a new generation of combat 
aircraft developed from the experimental YF-23 stealth fighter had arrived. 
Conceivably, the FB-1 1 9A, Astra and Switchblade may be linked together 

and are all variations on a theme. 

craft being variable geometry, but 
with the wings sweeping forward. 

A rummage in the US patent office 
revealed that a patent for such a sys­
tem had been filed by Grumman. In 
early 2001 there was an announce­
ment (by the pundits) that the unveil­
ing of the Switchblade was imminent. 
It wasn't. 

BOXING CLEVER 

How many cats are in Schrodinger's 
box? Where do these hypothetical air­
craft originate? Since there can be no 
official acknowledgement of any ad­
vanced technology projects, the pun­
dits base their descriptions on the 
large volume of research conducted 
when generous budgets were avail­
able. 

Much of this information is easily 
available in the public domain, but 
any practical applications are classi­
fied. When an unusual (preferring to 
eschew the use of the word 
"unidentified" and its connotations) 
vehicle is sighted, the patents, re­
search data and especially project con­
cepts are picked over until a match is 
found and the presses roll. Of course, 
that is what editors pay these pundits 
to do. 

As a result similar vehicles, or one 
vehicle sighted in different circum­
stances, may be attributed to totally 
disparate identities. The assigning of 
roles and performance regimes de­
pends on the area of interest of who­
ever does the analysis of the sighting. 
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The F-1 9A stealth fighter (top) was believed to be a real aircraft for 
several years, but eventually turned out to be the F-1 1 7  A stealth 
Interdictor (above) designed to covertly attack high priority targets. 
Whether there were plans in the 1 970s to build a radar invisible air­

craft capable of taking out Soviet AWACS aircraft remains unknown. 

What springs to mind is that one vehi­
cle has been attributed separate 
i dentities. 

black aircraft. At least three of these 
nine vehicles share a common plan­
form, a 75deg delta. This planform 
has been the most obvious feature of 
the Aurora and A- 1 7/ FB- 1 1 9A vehi­
cles described since 1 992. 

THREE-IN-ONE 

It is this problem which has cropped 
up time and again in the world of 

ASTRA is said to possess a double 
delta shape, but the basic plan form is 
also a 75 
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Before the ill-fated A-1 2A Avenger 1 1  was ordered by the US Navy, 
a small demonstrator called Sneaky Pete was tested at Area 5 1  and 
China Lake. Occasional distant sightings of this classified triangular 
aircraft may have generated UFO reports d uring the 1 980s. 

degree delta. If, like the XB- 70 
Valkyrie, 

ASTRA featured compression lift in  
its design, as  a Mach 3 - 4 aircraft 
might, the drooped outer panels might 
produce the appearance of a double 
delta planform. 

Thought to be one of the best plan­
forms for hypersonic flight, the 75deg 
delta would also serve the low level! 
high speed strike role well, with the 
wing conferring high internal fuel vol­
ume and associated long range. 

In fact these two shapes ( double and 
75degree delta) are so alike the obvi­
ous question is: Are they the same 
vehicle? While no one can overlook 
the seismic evidence for hypersonic or 
high supersonic vehicles. the fact that 

I 
FOCKE • WULF Fw.198 

The plane that never was! A three 
view drawing of the FW -1 98, 
which was thought to be in service 
with the Luftwaffe during WWll. 

this delta shape has been observed in 
the same low level role as the F- 1 1 1 and 
in the company of F-Ills does seem to 
suggest a common purpose. 

Another two vehicles, TR-3A and F-
1 2 1 ,  share the broad equilateral triangle 
planform. Again there is a disparity in 
their respective roles: the TR-3A is  
thought to  be a high altitude reconnais­
sance vehicle while the F- 1 2 1  is a V/ 
STOL strike aircraft. Again, my money 
is on the m undane. 

There is no intention to irritate those 
that have glimpsed and described these 
vehicles, but only the 7 5deg deltas and 
the equilateral deltas have been ob­
served with any regularity. This is pos­
sibly due to the others being one-off 



prototypes which have since fulfilled 
their development task (like Tacit 
Blue/Shamu). They are also the only 
ones observed and described by ex­
perienced aircraft watchers. 

PRECEDENCE 

This situation was well known to in­
telligence officers during the Second 
World War. An example of the "3-in­
l" situation dates back to 1944 and 
involves the V- 1 Doodlebug. As the 
V - 1  offensive began. it was thought 
that there were three different types of 
V -1. In actual fact, as the situation 
evolved, the Doodlebug's true shape 
became apparent. Earlier in the war 
British Intelligence produced a great 
deal of information and graphics on a 
German fighter design. the Focke 
Wulf FW- 1 98. It later transpired that 
this aircraft was a complete fantasy 
despite reports from agents and pilots 
who claimed to have encountered it. 

BILL ROSE 

Even a quick look at the black aircraft 
scene gives the impression that there 
is a multitude of types, some of which 
could, like the FW -198 be complete 
fantasy. That there was not enough 
finance in the budget to build and pro­
cure all of these types is fairly obvious 
(you can only destroy so many spy 
satellites during abortive launches). 

Either there had been limitless fi­
nance to produce a plethora of types, 
·or as is more likely, less funding for a 
restricted range of vehicles. Even in 

Possible appearance of the Mach 3.5 Astra which would be a logical 
replacement for the retired Lockheed SR-71 spyplane. (Top) 
Featuring a 75 degree delta shape, the Astra would cruise at I 00,000 ft, 

relaying data in real time to analyists in the U.S, via relay platforms in 
geostationary orbit. 

Complex studies were carried out by NASA d uring the late 1 980s to 
d etermine the viability of single-stage-to-orbit spaceplane, which some 
took to be a 4'white" side of the alleged Aurora spy plane project. 
Whether or not a covert hypersonic vehicle has been built and tested 

remains a matter of speculation. Note the usual 75 deg delta shape! 

the 1980s when the black budgets were 
flush with funds, the number of projects 
would be limited. The diversity of vehi­
cles is more likely to be due to varied 
circumstances of the individual sight­
mgs. 

So, consider the case of the 75deg del­
tas. Are these descriptions of the same 
vehicle and if so, what is it? A hyper­
sonic reconnaissance vehicle would 
hardly be playing follow-my-leader 
through the valleys of Nevada at 250ft. 

But would a high-speed attack jet be 
taking on fuel over the North Sea more 
than 6 years before its existence was 
even postulated? If the North Sea vehi­
cle was the F- 1 1 1  replacement, would it 
have the necessary performance to gen­
erate a sonic boom capable of damaging 
a church roof on T exel island? The for­
mer is unlikely, while the latter suggests 
a highly successful covert develop-
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ment programme on a par with that of 
the F- 1 1 7  A. The i nitial observation 
that reality is more mundane than the 
speculation probably favours the F-
1 1 1  
replacement, Aurora being the most 
exotic of the pair. 

Hypersonic flight (Mach 5+ ), particu­
larly the cruise, is incredibly difficult. 
Gas dynamics characteristics change 
as Mach number increases, affecting 
engine combustion and performance. 
Aircraft structures require special con­
struction techniques and materials. 
Aurora would be a very exotic beast 
indeed. 

The TR-3A poses a completely differ­
ent question. There is consensus on 
the role for a TR-3A vehicle, that of 
reconnaissance, target il luminator and 
data relay platform for the F- 1 1 7 A. 

The reported triangular configuration 
may have been a prototype for the 
cancelled US Navy's A- 1 2  Avenger II 
attack aircraft, which is rumoured to 
have been built under the project 
name Sneaky Pete. Alternatively, the 
flying wing could have been a sub­
scale 8-2 proof of concept vehicle, 
though this has been discounted by 
the 8-2 manufacturer. Northrop. This 
leaves the mantaray shaped vehicle. 
Its broad, lifting body desif,>n and re­
sultant high internal volume would 
al low a respectable payload. Combine 
those with stealthy characteristics and 
you have an ideal high-altitude, long 
endurance reconnaissance vehicle. 

Why develop and produce such an 
aircraft when a U-2R could fill the 
same niche? Possibly the workload of 
such an aircraft is too high for one 
pilot, which is probably the reason the 
F - 1 1 7  As need this targeting assistance 
in the first place, if this is actually re­
quired. 

Perhaps the U-2R's mixture of 1 950s 
concept and 1 960s airframe did not 
possess the requisite capability to ful­
fil a 1 990s mission. An aircraft design 
cannot be updated forever, changing 
threats and new systems wil l eventu­
ally require a new airframe. Of which 
more later. 

As a concept, V/STOL strike aircraft 
such as the F- 1 2 1  make a great deal of 
sense: witness the BAe Harrier. A 
Lockheed proposal, the MMSA 

1 0  

The Lockheed-Martin Tier-3 Darkstar is an unusual looking long winged, 
relatively small high altitude unmanned reconnaissance d rone. There has 
been ongoing speculation that the alleged TR-3A came about because 
someone mis-heard the designation of this aircraft. (Tee-arr-three?) 

( Multi-Mi ssion Support Aircraft) has 
been proposed to fill a variety of roles 
such as combat search and rescue, spe­
cial forces support or light transport. A 
V/STOL strike aircraft using an ad­
vanced propulsion system would be an 
exotic beast indeed, but why develop it? 

Yet again we have a mundane (TR-3A) 
and an exotic ( F- 1 2 1 ) solution to the 
identity of the equilateral vehicle. 

NUMBER 10-
THE BEAST OF BODMIN 

In the spring of 1996 a British angle to 
the mystery aircraft conundrum ap­
peared on the scene. An anonymous 
report described a bizarre series of 
events at RAF St Mawgan, the former 
Nimrod base in Cornwall .  The events 
were so odd (the report smacked of a 
"Bloke-in-a-pub" story) that it was 
thought best to leave well alone, but 

here is the tale as related to me. 
A witness described a black-coloured 
aircraft making a "Khe San" (steep 
approach used by C-130 crews in 
high-threat tactical situations) landing 
on what might even be a taxiway. 

Three braking chutes were deployed 
to slow the aircraft. As the aircraft 
rol led out, a hatch in the runway 
opened and the aircraft taxied under 
the run way. A Royal Air Force C-
1 30K Hercules then taxied up to park 
on the hatch. 

The aircraft itsel f  was equally bizarre. 
A cigar-shaped fuselage with long 
( estimated to be+/- 40m) high aspect 
ratio mid mounted wings. The cockpit 
was described as being similar to a 
German wartime Arado 234 Blitz j et 
bomber. (Witnesses invariably de­
scribe aircraft by referring to features 
of aircraft they are familiar with) A 
single jet engine was mounted under 

There is now a move away from manned aircraft and we can expect to 
see more designs coming along like the stealthy diamond shaped North­
rop-Grumman X-47 prototype combat aircraft. 



BILL ROSE 

A Lockheed U-2R leaves RAF Mildenhall on an operational mission during the mid-1 980s. Still in USAF service, the 
original high altitude aircraft was built in secret during the early 1 950s with black budget funding to monitor mili­
tary activity in the Soviet Union. This continued until 1 960 when Gary Powers was shot down over Svlerdlovsk. 

each wing. A butterfly tail and bicycle 
undercarriage with outriggers completes 
the description. 

Take-off involved the Hercules mov­
ing off the hatch, the hatch opening and 
the aircraft emerging to take off after a 
short roll. Afterburners were employed 
for take off and climb out, which was 
very steep. 

If events in this story are basically 
true, what about the aircraft? 
The roll out of the TIER 2 I Global 
Hawk showed this Uninhabited Air Ye-

hicle (UA V) to have a bulbous 
"cockpit", long straight wings and a 
butterfly tail. It does, however have a 
single dorsal engine and not under­
wing engines. 

Perhaps the underwing afterburner 
engines were RA TO (Rocket Assisted 
Take-Off) pods. Was Global Hawk 
the Beast of Bodmin? Could the 
Global Hawk have been lurking in an 
underground hangar for years before 
its "first" flight? Doubtful, but per­
haps this story is just too strange to be 

SS2001 

a hoax. Perhaps the Beast of Bodmin 
is the missing link in the black aircraft 
chain. A high supersonic strike air­
craft such as the FB-119 I A-171 AS­
TRA might require a stand-off target­
ing platfonn. As I previously men­
tioned, the U-2R is becoming an old 
and restricting design, despite mid life 
updates and re-engining, so a replace­
ment for what has been a workhorse 
of the last 30 years would be a 
priority. 

The unmanned Global Hawk spyplane. Is there a connection between this large remotely piloted vehicle 
and the mysterious aircraft glimpsed at RAF St Mawgen? 

11 
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The Beast of Bodmin. An unacknowledged experimental military aircraft operating from a UK base? 

Interestingly, a Boeing proposal for 
the Advanced Technology Bomber 
(ATB), a vety early title for the stud­
ies that led to the Northrop B-2. looks 
rather similar to the aircraft described. 
Apart from the wing being of much 
higher aspect ratio and being straight 
rather than crescent, the basic aircraft 
is the same. 

So there you are; a single sighting 
produces a completely new black air­
craft. How often has this happened? 

CONCLUSION 

As has been demonstrated above, a 
case can be made for the existence of 
any of these vehicles. Those who 
doubt the existence of the high-speed 
vehicles should look no further than 
the seismic data, which provide evi­
dence of some kind of high-speed ve­
hicle. The TR-3A vehicles do not pro­
vide such convenient testimony to 
their reality, but the frequency of 
sightings suggests such vehicles exist. 
The British aspect is most interesting, 
as the activity related in this doctnnent 
constitutes the only "evidence" for 
such a vehicle, apart from a recog­
nised long-term association between 
the UK �d USA on military technol­
o� and facilities dating back to WW 
II�--

As with any theoretical field, the 
various factions attempt to undermine 

each other through healthy de-
12 

bate. Meanwhile those in the know 
continue to grin, happy with the current 
state of"divide and rule". The vitality 
of Herr Schrodinger's black cats is still 
open to debate and answers are not 
likely to appear in the near future. I'm 
happy to play the long game and wait 
for the opening of the box. I'm sure 
we'll all be surprised. 

Schrodinger's cat? Edwin Schrodinger 
was an Austrian physicist whose work 
on quantum theoty laid the foundations 
of modem nuclear physics. His most 
famous work involved a hypothetical 
cat that was sealed in a box with a ra­
dioactive source. If the source emitted a 
particle, a detector would trigger the 
release of cyanide, killing the cat. The 
experiment can only be brought to a 
conclusion by opening the box and ob­
serving the eat's state of health. Until 
the box is opened it is impossible to de­
termine the result. 
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PROJECT HESSIAlEN 
SCIENCE V THE UFO 

While tales of alien abduc 
tion and government 
cover-ups are rife, little 
is heard of the most 

common of UFO sightings, lights-in­
the-sky' (LITS ). 

It is true that most LITS reports can 
be easily explained away, usually as 
aircraft lights, but also astronomical 
bodies such as bright stars and plan­
ets. But there is a small residue of 
such LITS reports that are not so 
easily explained. 

These often haunt certain geographi­
cal areas such as the Pennine Hills of 
Northern England. Marfa, Texas in 
the USA, and Hessdalen in central 
Norway. It was the LITS in Hessdalen 
that attracted the attention ofUFO 
researchers from Norway and Sweden 
in the early 1980s, and since then 
many others from around the world. 

The Hessdalen LITS were the first to 
be subjected to scientific scrutiny us­
ing a whole host of hi-tech equipment. 

Hessdalen really was the scene of 
'Science versus The UFO. 
Hessdalen is a valley in central Nor­

way. It lies to the south-east of Trond­
heim and about 30 kilometres north­
west of the town of Roros. The whole 
valley stretches 12 kilometres in 
length and has only around 200 in­
habitants. The valley is special for one 
very unusual feature; mysterious 
lights. 

THE FIRST APPEARANCE 

In December 1981, unknown lights 
suddenly started to appear in the skies 
above Hessdalen. They would some­
times remain stationary for more than 
an hour. 

These lights were also seen to move 
around slowly before stopping, and 
sometimes they were observed travel­
ling at a fast rate of speed. At one 
time they were tracked on radar and 
estimated to be travelling at approxi­
mately 8,500 meters per second. 

The lights were observed just about 
everywhere and more often than not 
they were below the horizon down in 

PHiliP MANTlE 
the valley and not high up in the sky. 
It has to be said that the vast majority 
of the lights were reported to be below 
the tops of nearby mountains. 

No one in Hessdalen could offer an 
explanation for these strange lights. 

THE SHAPE OF THE LIGHTS 

The lights themselves appeared to 
have several different shapes. This 
was something that became quite ap­
parent when the lights were photo-

graphed. The main shapes were; bullet 
shaped with the sharp end down, a 
round football shape, and an upside 
down Christmas tree shape. There 
were other shapes but the above three 
were the main ones. 

The colours of the lights were mostly 
white or a yellow/white. Sometimes a 
small red light could be seen amongst 
the white. On a few occasions the 
lights were made up of every colour in 
the rainbow. The lights could be 
observed several times a day, but 13 



they were seen more during the night. 
At the most they were observed four 

times a day. There were more reports of 
the lights in the winter rather than the 
summer. One reason for this might be 
the fact that in summer Hessdalen has 
almost perpetual daylight. 

THE COLOURS OF THE LIGHTS 

The lights could be split into three 
groups: 

1. Small and strong white or blue 
flashes which could show up every­
where in the sky. 

2. Yellow or yellow/white lights. These 
lights were mainly observed in the val­
ley on and seen below the horizon. 

Sometimes they were just above the 
rooftops and even down on the 
ground. 

They could appear stationary for 
more than an hour before slowly mov­
ing off around the valley, and some­
times appeared to have extremely fast 
acceleration and very rapid speeds. 

3. Several lights together at a fixed 
distance from each other. Mostly 
these were yellow or yellow/white 
lights with a red light at the front. 
These lights could move slowly 
around the tops of the mountains. 

THE SIGHTINGS CONTINUE 

The reports of the strange lights car­
ried on throughout 1982, but suddenly 
in the spring of l983, sightings of 
them dropped rapidly. By the summer 
of 1983 there were no reports of the 
lights at all. 

However, in the autumn and winter 
of 1983 the sightings began again but 

in far fewer numbers than before. 
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However in the Autumn of l984 sight­
ings began to increase. 

As there was no official or government 
interest by Norway into these strange 
lights, five individual researchers began 
their own research project: Project 
Hessdalen. 

Their aim was simple� to conduct sci­
entific research into the mysterious 
Hessdalen lights. The project consisted 
of a working committee, which had the 
responsibility of running the project, 
and an advisory committee to assist the 
working committee on the theoretical 
part of the project. The advisors were 
also there to act as an 'expert' group and 
to answer questions from others in­
volved in the project. 

(Above) A mysterious group of 
lights hangs above the Hessdalen 
Valley in 1 984. 

PROJECT HESSDALEN 
TAKES OFF 

Project Hessdalen managed to obtain 
good contacts in a number of institu­
tions in Norway including the Norwe­
gian Defence Research Establishment 
The University of Oslo, the Universi� 
of Bergen and also the University of 
Trondheim. Some of the Project's 
team had made contact with these es­
tablishments in the past in the course 
of other research. 

The UFO research groups of both 
UFO Norway and UFO Sweden, 
along with many volunteers, began 
their field studies of the Hessdalen 
lights in January 1984. 

A wide variety of sophisticated in­
strumentation was to be used in order 
to try and get to grips with the un­
known lights. Such instrumentation 
included a battery of cameras, radar. 
spectrum analyser, gieger counter, and 
much more. 

No sooner had the field study begun 
in snow-bound Hessdalen valley than 
the project began to obtain some posi­
tive results. On January 27, 1984, the 
lights were seen by project members 
and on radar. At 5.32 pm an oblong­
shaped light was observed. The light 
was observed moving away over the 
mountains and out of sight. The light 
had a white and red colour to it, which 
blinked at uneven intervals. On Janu­
ary 28 at 3.49 pm something was de­
tected on radar but nothing was seen 

Captured on film� this highly enlarged section shows the extraordinary 
shape of one particular Hessdalen light as it floated above the ground. 



with the naked eye. On January 29 there 
was again an echo on the radar but 
again nothing was observed by the 
crowd of people who had gathered 
there. On the February 1st, numerous 
radar returns were made but again the 
lights remained elusive to the !:,JTOund 
observers. 

Later that night an oblong-shaped light 
was observed by 1 1 people and it was 
also photographed. Throughout the re­
mainder of the project numerous obser­
vations of the lights would be made and 
they were photographed on many occa­
swns. 

INSTR UMENTATION 

The instruments used for the project 
were many and varied. They included: 

A camera with a special filter which 
could be used to analyse the light spec­
trum. 

A seismograph was used to measure 
any movements in the Earth's crust, just 
in case the lights were related to small 
earthquakes. None were registered. 

Radar recordings totalled 36, three of 
which coincided with observations 
made by the projects observers. Two 
photographs of the radar screen were 
taken depicting the returns. 

The project also used a spectrum ana­
lyser connected to an antenna so that all 
radio signals could be monitored on a 
screen. At no time did this instrument 
pick up anything unusual. 

A magnetometer was used to measure 
any variations in the Earth's magnetic 
field. There were none. 

A laser was pointed at the lights a total 
of nine times. Eight out of the nine 
times the lights seemed to respond to 
the laser by altering the way they were 
flashing. 

Geiger counters were used to measure 
any radiation but nothing unusual was 
recorded. 

An infrared viewer was also used but on 
the two occasions when the lights were 
observed using this instrument there 
was no infrared radiation visible. 

The camera was probably the most ef­
fective of all the instruments used. Doz­
ens of colour photographs were taken. 

VIA nn: .-\FfHOR 

A wide range of cameras and scientific instruments are prepared for use 
during the initial attempts to discover the cause of the Hessdalen LITS. 

Those taken by using a long exposure 
showed the round or oval lights. All 
the cameras were tripod mounted to 
reduce blurring. The lights were pho­
tographed in the sky, just above the 
mountain tops and of course down in 
the Hessdalen valley itself Computer 
analysis of some of the photographs 
was inconclusive. 

VIA THE.-\t.:THOR 

To date, radar has played an important 
role in attempting to monitor and 
understand the mysterious lights. 

UFO LABORATORY 

A similar exercise was attempted 
again in the winter of 1985, but due to 
extremely bad weather conditions it 
was not possible to repeat the success 
of the 1984 project. American UFO 
researcher, the late Dr J. Allen Hynek, 
who was at one time a consultant to 
the official United States Air Force 
UFO study Project Blue Book, visited 
the 1985 Hessdalen project. 

It was to be one of his last field trips 
before he died the following year. Dr. 
Hynek described the project as "a 
UFO laboratory" and was extremely 
impressed by the results of the 1984 
project and of the efforts of all those 
involved. 

Since that time Project Hessdalen has 
been discussed and debated in many 
countries around the world. The 
lights, although still there, are not in 
such profusion as they were in 1984. 
Some equipment still monitors the 
area and the researchers involved still 
hope to set up camp in the Hessdalen 
valley once again should the lights 
return in large numbers. 

It has been speculated that the 
strange lights could be related to some 
kind of weather phenomenon, or to 
lights produced by faults in the 
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earth's crust termed 'earthlights'. Some 
believe that a solid structure lies be­
hind the lights, but no one knows for 
sure what they are. They remain truly 
unidentified. 

STILL UNIDENTIFIED 

In the spring of l994 a h1fOup of 20 
scientists attended a workshop in 
Hessdalen which lasted for four days. 
These included Professor Boris Smir­
nov from the Institute of High Tem­
peratures in Moscow. Russia, Profes­
sor David Ftyberger from the Stanford 
Linear Accelerator in the USA, and 
Professor Y oshi Othsuki from W aseda 
University in Japan. All agreed that 
the Hessdalen lights were 'real' and 

· not i llusions of any kind and that they 
were worthy of further scientific 
study. UFOs had been promoted into 
the scientific premier league. 

!his photographic image clearly reveals one of the strange lights hover­
mg above the ground. 

UK based researcher Paul Devereux 
who is part of the Project Hessdalen

' 

consultancy team and was at the 
workshop in 1994, continues to work 
closely with Project Hessdalen leader 
Erling Strand. Both have ventured far 
and wide to research similar types of 
l ight phenomena i n  other parts of the 
world. 

Today seventeen years after Project 
Hessdalen, and UFO Norway and 
UFO Sweden's  alliance to conduct 
one of the most rigorous scientific 
studies of UFOs conducted by any 
civilian UFO !:,'TOup. sightings are still 
being reported. 

The local population sti ll  regularly 
report sightings directly to UFO Nor­
way. Local people have reported both 
lights-in-the-sky and apparent struc­
tured, cigar-shaped UFOs. Recent 
sightings (year 200 1) include a report 
by Mr. F. Moen on April 13. In a val­
ley west of Hessdalen his son ob­
served a fast moving light for over 20 
minutes. Throughout the sighting the 
light continued to change colour as it 
moved about the sky. Earlier in the 
year, on March 28 Mr Tor Gaserud 
was driving towards the town of Ro­
ros when he observed a blue-green 
l ight close to the mountain ridge. The 
light was observed for around 20 sec­
onds. Right at the beginning of the 
year Mr Peder Gronas and his grand-

The seismograph at work recording local activity in the Hessdalen Valley. 
Image Via the Autho r 

16 

Im age Via the Au tho r 

son Bjame Lillevold were driving to­
wards Hessdalen when thev observed 
a bright light just above th; mountain. 
Whatever these LITS are, they con­
tinue to be observed in and around the 
Hessdalen region as these few sicrht-
ings clearly show. 

0 

AUTOMATIC MEASUREMENT 
STATION 

Equipment still monitoring' the Hess­
dalen valley includes an Automatic 
Measurement Station (AMS) . This is 
a video camera linked to a video re­
corder and a computer system. The 
camera takes photo!:,rraphs at regular 
intervals but it is also triggered if a 
l ight source appears. An improved 
AMS is on the drawing board but 
funds are required to upgrade the 
equipment already there. When such 
plans can be accomplished is solely 
dependent on how much money can 

· be raised from sponsors. The main 
sponsor today has been Ostfold Uni­
versity College in Norway. The 
amount of money so far generated has 
not yet achieved the desired result to 
solve the Hessdalen Phenomenon. 
Further plans for Project Hessdalen 
include: 

Expanding the Automatic Measure­
ment Station. 
Develop and run a database, with a 
web interface. 
An�l?'�e data and begin the necessary 
actlvtttes to find the answers to the 
Hessdalen Phenomenon. 
Develop small AMS that can be in-



stalled in other places with high UFO 
activity. 

HOW TO B ECOM E  A SPONSOR 
OF PROJECT HESSDALEN 

Proj ect Hessdalen is run mainly on a 
voluntary basis, with individuals 
spending their own time and money to 
try and resolve the puzzle of the Hess­
dalen lights. Proper funding could en­
able more research to be conducted 
and further equipment to be bought in 
order to find a possible solution to this 
enigma and extremely important re­
search project. 

Financial assistance is required to pur­
chase the right equipment, install it 
and set it to work . Money is also re­
quired to pay people to work on the 
project, which in twn will speed 
things up rather than having to rely on 
volunteers. 

Project Hessdalen, the "UFO LABO­
RATORY" as tenned by the later DR 
Hynek, needs your support. Donations 
and sponsorship both large and small 
are very welcome.  If you would l ike 
to become a sponsor you can contact 
Mr. Erling Strand on: 

Telephone: +47 4 1 425 4 1 1  
Fax :  +47 69 1 680 1 8. 
Or you can write to him c/o: 
UFO NOR WAY, PO BOX 1 24 ,  N-
3 1 363 Borgheim, Norway.  

More information on Project Hessda-
1en can be found on the web site: 
www. hessdalen . org 

The mysterious lights in and around 
the Hessdalen Valley continue to 
amaze and mystify people. Attempts 
to pin them down scientifically have 
not yet ful ly succeeded, but informa­
tion of a wide variety has already been 
obtained. With the rights sponsorship 
it is hoped that an answer will be 
found. Until that time, the Hessdalen 
lights do remain truly 'unidentified'. 

THE INSTRUM E NTATION USED 
D UR I NG PROJECT HESSDALEN 

Camera with grating. 

Special gratings were used in order to 
try and establish what kind of l ight 

Shortly before his death in 1 985, Or J Alien Hynek (right) visited Hessdalen. 
Standing next to him (left) is the Proj ect Hessdalen leader Erling Strand. 

source was present. Ordinary 3 5  mm 
cameras were also used to brreat effect. 
The cameras fitted with the special 
grating were used to try and obtain 
spectral analysis of the L I TS. Only 
four photographs taken using the spe­
cial grating proved to be of any use. 
The results of these pictures were in­
conclusive. 

Seismograph. 

A MEQ-800 portable seismic system 

Proj ect Hessdalen and UFO Nor­
way researcher Odd-Gunnar Roed, 
photographed in his office during 
200 1 .  

was used i n  Project Hessdalen. I t  has 
been suggested that the LITS were the 
result of earth movements and the 
seismobrraph was used to check to see 
i f  there was any correlation between 
earth movements and manifestations 
of the LITS .  No seismic movements 
were noted in connection with the 
L ITS . 

Radar. 

An Atlas 2000 radar was used as part 
of the project. It had a maximum dis­
tance of 33 kilometres and at times 
did make recordings. A total of 36  
radar recordings were made. 

Spectrum Analyser. 

This piece of equipment was used to 
check and see if there was any electri­
cal interference caused by the L ITS . A 
Hewlett Packard spectrum analyser 
was used which swept from 1 50 k Hz 
to 1 250  MHz continuously. Nothing 
was recorded in connection with the 
L ITS. 

Magneto meter. 

There were some suggestions that the 
L ITS may be associated with a mag­
netic field. Could the LITS be caused 
by magnetic storms for example? A 
F luxgate Magnetometer, model 
FM 100, serial 73 was used. No corre­
lation was found with the L ITS . 

1 7  



VIA THE At:THOR 

One of a number of mysterious imprints found in the snow, which 
some researchers claim to be evidence of a UFO landing. 

Laser. 

A 633nm laser from Spectra-Physics 
Inc. was used to see if the LITS would 
react to a strong light source aimed at 
them. The laser was aimed at the 
LITS on nine separate occasions. 
Eight out of nine times the LITS re­
acted as a result, usually changing the 
pattern of their flashing. 

Geigercounter. 

Used to measure background radiation 
they were also used to check for any 
increase in radiation readings in loca­
tions where the LITS had been seen 
close to the ground. None were re­
corded. 

Infrared Viewer. 

Two F JM, model 80045 IR - viewers 
were used to check for any IR radia­
tion from the LITS. None was de­
tected. 

INTERVI EW 

One of the leading researchers for 
UFO Norway and Project Hessdalen 
I S  
Mr. Odd-Gunnar Roed from Tonsberg 
in Southern Norway. I recently 
caught up with Mr Roed in Norway 
and what follows is an extract from an 
in-depth interview I conducted with 
him in August 200 1. 

Philip Mantle (PM). 
Odd-Gunnar Roed (OGR). 
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PM: When did you first become inter­
ested in UFO's. 

* OGR : AS far back as I can remem­
ber, when I was about 4-5 years old, I 
can remember being in the cellar with 
my Granddad, and asking him about 
the universe and the possibility of life 
in space. Luckily he was interested 
in the subject and he did not put me 
off. so sometimes I feel as if I was 
born with this interest in a way. 

PM: What part did you play in the 
Project Hessdalen team. 

OGR: My title was Project Co­
ordinator. Mostly I was responsible 
for the results of our research being 
distributed to people in Norway and 
around the world. I prepared a bulle­
tin, which was distributed to selected 
scientists and large UFO groups. 

PM: Have you witnessed the Hessda­
len lights yourself. 

OGR: Yes. I have. In January 1984 
during the project everyone attending 
could see the lights, you could almost 
set your watch to the phenomenon. 
For several weeks the lights appeared 
almost every 2 hours around the 
clock. I saw the typical orange-red 
lights travel through the valley from 
south to north and I also observed a 
rare sight which appeared like a 
dozed flash bulbs going off in one 
and half seconds and then nothing and 
then the same thing happened a little 
further to the north. 

PM: What do you believe causes the 

Hessdalen lights. 

OGR : Well that is almost an impossi­
ble question to answer. First these 
lights appear intelligent then on the 
other hand they don't appear to be that 
intelligent as they are travelling 
through this remote valley doing abso­
lutely nothing. We never witnessed 
anything of a structured nature, only 
lights. However, the local people have 
reported close encounter type cases 
and close-up UFO sightings of cigar 
shaped objects. We have had the 
lights react to us, for example, we de­
cided to turn off our instrumentation 
and the sightings increased, when we 
decided to turn it back on again the 
sightings decreased. This was when 
we decided to do this not when we 
actually hit the switch. So you can 
see, it is very difficult to answer this 
question but I would go as far to call 
these lights an intelligent natural phe­
nomenon. 

PM: Do you think that science will 
find an answer to the Hessdalen lights 
or will they remain unidentified. 

OGR: I think that science will find an 
answer. The question comes down to 
money. If we remove the term UFO 
and go down the route of trying to 
locate a new form of energy then 
companies from around the world will 
undoubtedly come on board. These 
lights could open up a new avenue of 
physics and we have had scientists 
from the USA and Russia comment 
on the lights and have ruled out con­
ventional explanations such as ball 
lightning. The world of science must 
continue to study these lights without 
a doubt. 

PM: Do you believe that Project Hess­
dalen has obtained enough evidence to 
prove the existence of such an anoma­
lous phenomenon to the scientific 
community. 

OGR : Yes and No. We have several 
hundred photographs that have baffled 
scientists and a number of these have 
been computer analysed and some of 
them have shown that the lights illu­
minated the landscape beneath and we 
have regular photographs captured by 
an automatic field station there. Er­
ling Strand of Project Hessdalen is the 
expert behind this and it really is 
worth a visit to our web site to see all 



these photographs and more. So I am 
convinced that we have enough evi­
dence to prove to scientists that these 
lights do exist and that they remain 
unidentified. 

PM: UFO research in Norway is not 
just about Project Hessdalen. What 
other significant cases are there in 
Norway? 

OGR : Like most countries there are a 
lot to choose from. We had an inter­
esting 2 weeks in November 198 1  in 

Arendal; the same lights occurred 
there and then appeared in Hessdalen. 
Again, a lot of photographs were 
taken in Arendal. If you travel further 
south in Norway we had 30 witnesses 
observe a 'necklace' of lights in­
between the islands. It looked like a 
large ship all lit up. It went on and off 
several times and other lights seem to 
land in the sea and a purple light illu­
minated the seas from underneath. 
There were also 2 searchlight-like 
beams pointing inland but they did not 
seem to cast any shadows. The light 
was very bright and very puzzling. 
This has gone on for over 1 0 years 
and we can't figure it out. 

PM: What is the most baffling UFO 
case that you have personally investi­
gated. 

OGR : In the mountains of central 
Norway in the Easter ofl99 1 I was 
shown a picture from a newspaper 
showing some strange marks in the 
snow. Apparently there were 7 friends 
taking a vacation in the mountains 
over the Easter period, and they were 
staying in a cabin above the snowline. 
They observed this large orange cir­
cle of light with a red light under­
neath. It floated around in the air be-

fore it actually touched the ground 3 
times all the while illuminating the 
snow. The next day they all went to 
investigate the area and they located 
3 marks in the snow. They were round 
marks. which were circles within cir­
cles. They formed a triangular pattern. 
They were about 50cm in diameter 
and there was a yellowish-brownish 
colour to them as well. About 2 weeks 
later one of the witnesses took me to 
the site and I located the marks. I took 
samples from the marks, within the 
marks, and one from about 215 meters 

away. We had the samples analysed at 
a college and they stated that the con­
trol sample was fine, the sample be­
tween the marks was just about nor­
mal, but the sample from the marks 
was completely sterile, they suggested 
that this could have been caused by 
radiation. Our geiger counter showed 
no adverse radiation readings, so we 
were completely at a loss to explain it. 
This is probably the most baffling 
case that I have ever investigated. 

PM: Are there any interesting UFO 
photographs from Norway? 

OGR: We have one taken by an eld­
erly lady in 1983 which resembles a 
'flying dustbin'. The negative was 
originally sent to the authorities here 
who 'lost' it. The lady in question saw 
the object and photographed it and it 
looks like a flying dustbin with a light 
on it. 

PM: What cooperation, if any, have 
you had from the Norwe!,>ian military? 

OGR: We have had quite good co­
operation with them over Project 
Hessdalen so we can only compliment 
them. I believe they checked us out 
first just to make sure we were not a 

bunch of fanatics, but in Hessdalen 
they helped us a great deal. 

PM: Apart from the Hessdalen lights, 
what do you believe is the nature and 
origin of UFOs.? 

OGR : This is another impossible 
question to answer. I think it could be 
a combination of things. Of course 
there is a large de&rree of unidentified 
natural phenomena but we must not 
rule out some of the testimony from 
abductees. Some of this information is 
very puzzling and if taken literally I 
would not rule out extra-terrestrial 
visitations but I can't be l 00 % posi­
tive about this. 

PM: Last but not least, what do you 
have to say to the sceptics? 

OGR : Take off the blinkers and keep 
an open mind because there is some­
thing very strange going on and we 
must keep an open mind at all times. 

Philip Mantle is the former Director 
of Investigations for the British UFO 
Research Association and was the 
MUFON Representative for England. 

He is a well known international 
lecturer on the subject of UFOs and is 
the co-author of 'WITHOUT CON­
SENT and ' BEYOND ROSWELL'.  

Phili p can be contacted at 
1 W oodhall Drive, Batley, West 
Yorkshire, England, WF 1 7  7S W 

E-mail: pmquest@dial.pipex.com 
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T hroughout our lives we ex­
perience coincide and usu­
a1ly think little of it. But 
every now and then, a 

string of seemingly unconnected 
events will link together in such a bi­
zarre way that we wonder if some su­
pernatural force is revealing itself, or 
sending us mysterious messages. 
Scientists and mathematicians will 

explain coincidence and synchronicity 
in terms of statistics and insist that 
events of this nature are bound to oc­
cur from time to time. They will add 
that it would be even stranger if they 
didn't! 

Perhaps this is true, but since the 
beginning of recorded history, there 
have been some truly baffling coinci­
dences that seem to defy common 
sense and logic, like the following 
story, which I uncovered during a 
search of old newspaper records. 

On Whit Sun May 26 18 I 7, Mary 
A.�hford, a 20 year old woman who 
lived in the West Midland� travelled 
to Birmingham. She arrived at tl 

friend's house in the city, changed 
her dress and went on to a dance. 
At some time during the early hours 

of the following morning, �·he was 
sexually assaulted and murdered in 
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Chester Road, Pype H ayes. The local 
constabulary arrested a man called 
Thornton, but he was acquitted at hi� 
trial. 
On Whit Sun, May 26 1 9 74, Barhara 

F orrest, who was 20 years of age, 
travelled into Birmingham from her 
home in the West Midland�. She 
changed her dress at tl friend�� hou. .. e 
and they went to a dance. During the 
early hours of the following morn­
ing, she got off a bus in Chester 
Road, Pype Hayes and shortly after 
this, she was sexually assaulted and 
murdered 
The police arrested a man called 

Thornton. He was charged with her 
murder and acquitted at hi� triaL 

History is always repeating itself We 
are creatures of habit with established 
preferences, continually making the 
same mistakes. But when a series of 
truly amazing coincidences take place, 
it cha11enges our perception of reality 
and makes us question the natural or­
der of things. 

NUMEROUS CONNECTIONS 

Without doubt, the most widely docu­
mented series of coincidences link the 
lives and assassinations of American 
Presidents Abraham Lincoln and John 
F.Kennedy in a number of extraordi­
nary ways, which are too numerous to 
fully list. 
Both men were concerned about 

black civil rights and each had seven 
letters in his last name. 

In 185 8, a public proposal was reg­
istered that Lincoln should be the 
Republican candidate for president. 
The Navy's Secretary John P. Ken­
nedy was also endorsed for the 
position of vice president. 

Lincoln was elected to Con!,:rress in 
1846 and Kennedy was elected to 
Congress in 1946, exactly 100 years 
apart. 

Abraham Lincoln and JFK became 
the U.S President in 1860 and JFK 
became the U.S President in 1960, 
exactly 1 00 years later. Each president 
was assassinated on a Friday in the 
presence of his wife . 

Lincoln was shot dead in Ford's 
Theater, while Kennedy was shot in a 
Lincoln built by the Ford Motor 
Company. 

Both presidents died from a gunshot 



to the head. Each suspected assassin 
used three names: John Wilkes Booth 
and Lee Harvey Oswald. with fifteen 
letters in each full name. Booth was 
born in 1 839, while Oswald was born 
in 1 939, again, one hundred years 
apart. 

Booth apparently shot Lincoln in a 
theatre and ran to a warehouse, and 
Oswald allegedly shot Kennedy from 
a warehouse and ran to a theatre. 

They were both shot dead before 
they could stand trial by men armed 
with Colt pistols. 
A Southerner with the surname John­

son succeeded both presidents. Abra­
ham Lincoln was replaced by Andrew 
Johnson, born in 1 8 08, while JFK was 
succeeded by Lyndon Johnson, born 
in 1 908. 

Again both dates are 100 years 
apart. Each Johnson had 13 letters in 
his name and they both served in the 

U. S Senate. 
Mary Lincoln and Jackie Kennedy 

had children who died during the time 
their husbands were in office. Lincoln 
and Kennedy both studied law. Ken­
nedy's secretary was called Miss Lin­
coln, and Lincoln's secretary was 
called John Kennedy. 

Prior to each assassination, Lincoln 
and Kennedy made extraordinarily 
prophetic statements. A few hours 
before visiting the theatre, Lincoln 
said to his bodyguard, " If somebody 
wants to take my life, there is nothing 
I can do prevent it." 

Just before Kennedy arrived in 
Dallas, he said to his wife Jackie. " If  
somebody wants to shoot me from a 

window with a rifle, nobody can stop it, 
so why worry about it?" 

Both presidents were probably the 
victims of a conspiracy and when Lin­
coln was shot, all telegraph lines out of 
Washington D. C were shut down for 
three hours on the orders of a high level 
official who has never been identified. 

Similar tales have been told about tele­
phone exchange blackouts following the 
Kennedy assassination and in each case, 
a number of key witnesses to the shoot­
ings met with a mysterious death or 
simply vanished. 

Two weeks before JFK was assassi­
nated, a new dollar bill was issued in 
Dallas, which falls within the 1 1th of 12 
Federal Reserve Bank districts. 

This bill carries the letter K, the l l  th 
letter of the alphabet, and the number 
1 1  is printed in each corner. The serial 

number begins with K and ends with 
A. which some have seen as denoting 
the Kennedy Assassination. 

Eleven also stands for November, 
the 1 1th month of the year; two 1 1  's 
equal 22, the date of the tragedy. And 
the series nwnber is 1 963, the year the 
assassination occurred. 

Seven years later, an unlucky 
number was linked to NASA's Moon 
flight programme when Apollo 13 ran 
into serious trouble. It had been 
launched on April 13 at 13. 13 hrs. 
NASA would never use this number 
for another mission. 

Coincidental nwnbers also featured 
prominently in the September 200 l 
terrorist attacks on America and many 
people have commented on the sig­
nificance of 9 1 1 . 

The N.Y attacks happened close to 

John Wilkes Booth, (left) who allegedly shot President Lincoln in Ford's Theater and Lee Harvey Oswald 
(right) under police escort in Dallas, after allegedly shooting JFK from the Texas School Book Depository. 
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(Left) President John F.Kennedy in the motorcade through Dallas shortly before his was killed by a sniper's bullet. 
Ford's Theater (right) was the location in Washingt�n DC where President Abraham Lincoln was shot and killed 

with a Derringer pistol at close range. The alleged assassin John Wilkes Booth fl ed to Virginia, but j ust like Lee Har­
vey Oswald, he was killed before he could stand trial. 

9AM on 9/ l l  ( U.S date layout) and 
September 1 1 th is the 245th day of the 
year. (2 + 5 + 4 = 1 1 )  
Following September 1 1th, there are 
1 1 1  days remaining in the year. 

9 1 1  is the phone nwnber used by all 
U.S Emergency services. (9 + 1 + 1 = 

1 1 , or simply 9 + 1 1 )  Ramadan falls 
on the ninth month of the Islamic cal­
endar, finishing eleven days back each 
year to coincide with the Moon's 
phase. 

The country code for Iran and Iraq is 
1 19.  ( 1 + 1 + 9 = l 1) The first Boeing 
767 to hit the WTC's North tower was 
designated Flight 1 1 . This aircraft car­
ried 92 people. 9 + 2 = 1 1  and it was 
airborne for 45 minutes. ( 4 + 5 =9) 

The North Tower took 90 minutes to 
collapse. After it was hit, the South 
Tower stood for 45 minutes. 
(4 + 5 = 9) 
Both towers of the WTC looked like 

the number 1 1 and each had 1 1 0 
floors. The second Boeing 767 carried 
a total of 65 people. (6 + 5 = I 1 )  

On September 1 9, The Daily Mail 
reported that 1 1  hijackers had been 
aboard both aircraft that hit the WTC. 
The total number of hijackers on the 
four aircraft was 19, and 1 1  of them 
passed through London. New York is 
the 1 1 th State and "New York State" 
is formed from 1 1  letters. 

Eleven letters make up the name 
"Afghanistan, The Pentagon" and 

Video footage showing Osama Bin Laden, the Saudi terrorist responsible 
for orchestrating a number of attacks on America. 
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"George W. Bush." This also applies 
to "Delrey Beach," Florida, where the 
terrorists lived, in a house with the 
number 1 000 1 .  

Flight 77. which hit the Pentagon, 
carried 65 people. ( 6 + 5 = 1 1 ) United 
flight 93 which came down near Pitts­
burgh carried 38 passengers (3 + 8 = 

1 1 ) plus five flight attendants and two 
pilots. (38 + 7 = 45 : 4 + 5 = 9) 

It may also be worth noting that one 
the first letters containing anthrax was 
sent to NBC's Tom Brokaw, who's 
name contains 9 letters. It was posted 
on September 1 8. ( 1  + 8 =9 ) 
Many other letters containing anthrax 

were mailed from New Jersey on 
October 9. 

Putting all this strange data to one 
side. I should now mention that the 
second issue of Strange Times maga­
zine was also l inked to these events in 
a very peculiar way. 

At some point in May or June 200 1 ,  
I began work on an article about fu­
ture terrorist threats. I wanted to 
broaden the scope of this magazine 
with grittier. more topical material 
and I began to look for an appropriate 
i llustration to use on the front cover. 

The article contained detailed 
research and professional opinions on 
terrorism, primarily focusing on the 
threat posed by chemical, biological 
and improvised nuclear weapons. I 
talked about the al-Qaeda group and 
there was a picture of Osama Bin 
Laden towards the end of the piece. 

I discussed the direct impact of a 
major terrorist strike on our lives, the 
consequences to global economics 



The World Trade Center burns, after being hit by two airliners hij acked by al-Qaeda terrorists on 
September 1 1  200 1 .  Hundreds of millions around the world watch in horror as events are relayed 
directly to their living rooms. 

A fire crew arrives on the scene, moments after a third 
hijacked airliner smashes into the side of the Pentagon. 

The letter containing lethal anthrax spores, 
mailed to N BC presenter Tom Brokaw on 
September 1 8. It seems impossible to ignore the 
repetition of the same numbers in this historic 
cluster of events. 

and the emergence of authoritarian 
governments that would restrict our 
civil liberties. I went ori to suggest 
that it was. only a matter of time be­
fore something really dreadful hap­
pened. 

When the layout was complete, 
issue #2 of Strange Times carried my 
front cover artwork of an American 
city in flames. 

At the exact time when the WTC and 
Pentagon were attacked, Strange 
Times magazine was at the printers 
and they were preparing to start the 
print run. 

Those members of staff handling 

issue #2 of Strange Times, were 
shocked by the magazine's content, es­
pecially the couple of individuals who 
read my closing remarks. For obvious 
reasons, we immediately scrapped the 
magazine and I brought forward another 
article on SETI that was already in de­
velopment. 

I didn't think too deeply about the 
coincidence, until I started hearing 
about all the other premonitions linked 
to the U.S attacks that emerged after­
wards. 

These range from ordinary individuals 
suffering nightmares and newspaper 
astrologers making fairly accurate pre-

dictions (for a change! )  to travellers 
sensing disaster and cancelled flights 
to N. Y. 

A triple CD album by "Dream Thea­
ter," with the release date 9/ 1 1 /0 1 (U. 
S Date) carried cover artwork which 
showed a flaming apple with N. Y sky­
scrapers and one of the tracks was 
"Live Scenes from New York. " Ap­
parently, this artwork had been com­
pleted in 2000. The album was imme­
diately withdrawn from sale after the 
attack. 

Another CD by "Coup & DT" 
showed a fireball enveloping the 
WTC and a recent computer game 
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Sir Edmund Berry Godfrey, who 
lived in Green's Lane London. 
He was mu rdered in unexplained 

circumstances on Greenberry 
Hill, by three men called Green, 
Berry and Hill . 

called "WTC Defender" features a 
kamikaze aircraft attack on the build­
ing with the player having to shoot it 
down before it reaches the target. 

As a curious footnote to all this, I 
now realise that the original layout for 
Strange Times placed my article on 
terrorism at page eleven and it then 
ran for a further nine pages. Just one 
more weird coincidence I suppose! 

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 

Since the beginning of recorded his­
tory, there have been chains of coinci­
dences that are so bizarre they chal­
lenge our perception of reality. 

One particularly intriguing series of 
events took place in seventeenth Cen­
tury England, although the facts have 
become grossly distorted as the story 
has been distributed around the Inter­
net. So I'm going to take this opportu­
nity to set the record straight. 

In 1678, King Charles was on the 
throne and the country was alive with 
rumours of Catholic plots to over­
throw the monarchy. (As it had been 
throughout that century) On August 
1 3  1678, the King received informa-
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tion that originated with Dr Israel 

Tonge and Titus Oates that 
Spanish Jesuits were funding a plan to 
assassinate him and orchestrate a mas­
sacre of Protestants. 

They claimed that this coup was or­
ganised by Pope Innocent X 1 and sup­
ported by the French who intended to 
launch a simultaneous invasion of Ire­
land. Once Charles had been killed, 
J ames, Duke of York was to be in­
stalled as the new English monarch, 
who would answer directly to the 
Jesuits. 

Sir Edmund Berry Godfrey, who was 
a magistrate and the Duke of York's 
Secretary soon became involved in the 
affair and warned the Duke of these 
claims and accusations being aired by 
T onge and Oates. 

At the start of October, this story 
leaked to the press, generating wide­
spread public concern, and then on the 
12th, Berry Godfrey vanished without 
trace. 

He had left his home in Green's 
Lane, walked up St Martin's Lane and 
apparently headed towards Maryle­
bone. Five days later. his body was 
found in a ditch on the south side of 
Primrose Hill in nearby Hampstead. 
Berry Godfrey had been killed with 
the sword he carried for personal pro­
tection. 

The finger of suspicion finally 
pointed towards a Roman Catholic 
silversmith called Prance who was 
away from home during the time of 

Berry Godfrey's murder. 
Taken to Newgate as the prime mur­

der suspect, he finally confessed to 
knowledge of a plot involving ser­
vants working at Somerset House, 
called Green, Berry, and Hill. 

The three men were then arrested, 
tried, found guilty and hanged in Feb­
ruary 1679. No hard evidence 
emerged to substantiate a plot to over­
throw the monarchy and Titus Oates 
eventually received life imprisonment 
for falsely accusing the Duke of York 
of treason. 

Whether or not there really was a 
Jesuit plot has never been satisfacto­
rily answered but the whole affair 
generated considerable unrest within 
England. 
The names of the alleged assailants 

form an extraordinary coincidence, 
especially when you consider the fact 
that Primrose Hill had been called 
Greenberry Hill in earlier times. 

A little c1oser to modern times in the 
late nineteenth century. a pulp fiction 
novel would eventually raise many 
eyebrows with its stunningly pro­
phetic tale of a futuristic ocean-going 
liner that sank on it's maiden voyage. 

The title of this story was "The 
Wreak of the Titan, or Futility" and 
author Morgan Robertson described a 
supposedly unsinkable transatlantic 
liner called Titan, which struck an ice­
berg and sunk with a huge substantial 
loss of life. 

COt:Rn:SY PAIUMOt::�T 20th CE�Tt:RY FOX 

A still from the movie "Titanic" showing the last moments of the ocean liner 
as she slipped into the icy depths of the North Atlantic. 
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The "Titanic" on her maiden voy�ge across the Atlantic. Details of the ship and its collision with an iceberg were 
accurately portrayed in a novel written over a decade before the event. A coincidence or premonition? 

Fourteen years later the unsinkable 
Titanic struck an iceberg on her 
maiden voyage and there was a mas­
sive loss of life. 

The list of similarities between the 
story and real life are surprisingly 
close. Robertson accurately placed the 
accident in April and the impact speed 
for his fictitious Titan was 25 knots. 
while the Titanic struck the iceberg at 
23 knots. 
Titan was equipped with 24 lifeboats 

and Titanic 20. Each ship had three 
propellers. Titan was 800 ft long, 
while the real Titanic was 882 ft long. 

Robertson guessed the Titan's ton­
nage at 75,000, although the Titanic 
was 66,000 tons. Nevertheless, he was 
very close on most counts, including 
the large number of passengers and 
crew. Intuitive writing, precognition, 
or just another coincidence? 

Further research has uncovered two 
more distantly related events. The first 
took place in 1939, when a ship called 
the Titanian was crossing the Atlantic 
in thick fog. Apparently, the helms­
man had a premonition of disaster and 
brought the vessel to a stop in ap-

proximately the same location as the 
Titanic went down in 1912. 

This avoided a disastrous collision 
with a huge approaching iceberg, al­
though there was some damage as it 
struck the side of the ship. 

The second weird incident occurred 
in April 1 975 while the Melkin F am­
ily who lived in Dunstable, England 
were watching a movie on TV about 
the sinking of the Titanic. As the liner 
collided with an iceberg in the film, a 
substantial chunk of ice that had fallen 
from the sky smashed through their 
roof! Presumably it came from a pass­
ing airliner. 

MORE PERSONAL Q UESTIONS 

I've only discussed a handful of well 
documented bizarre coincides and re­
lated events, but there are literally 
hundreds of others on file. (A good 
source is "The Coincidence file" by 
Ken Anderson. Pub: Blandford) Most 
of these events have no logical expla­
nation, although some hint at precog­
nition or telepathy. 

But it's the minor personal incidents 

that tend to have a profound effect on 
our thinking. As a child, I often knew 
what tune would be playing on the 
radio when it was switched on. There 
have also been many occasions when 
I've phoned people after not seeing 
them for several months, only to find 
the nwnber busy. It's then transpired 
that they've been calling me at exactly 
the same time. 

Let me add that I'm not claiming 
some unique ability and know many 
people who have had similar experi­
ences. 

One friend of mine travelled half­
way around the world, only to meet 
their neighbours from across the 
street. In another instance, a pal of 
mine bumped into two old school 
friends that he hadn't seen for thirty 
years in a remote area of tropical j un­
gle on the far side of the W odd. They 
were all there by complete chance. 

I remember one particularly weird 
experience that took place during the 
mid-1970s. I was in the middle of a 
decorating project, when a framed 
picture fell off the wall and drop-
ping onto several others I had 25 



The world famous Swiss psychiatrist Professor Carl Gustav Juna who 
for�ulated a con�oversial theory to explain coincidence, which t�ggests 
a hadden underlymg force that links all living things to nature. 

just taken down. 
All the pictures were of cars and the 

glass in each frame shattered. The fol­
lowing morning, I was out in my com­
pany car and had quite a serious acci­
dent. 

Afterwards, the lasting slow motion 
image in my mind was the windscreen 
shattering and being hit in the face by 
pieces of flying glass. 

STATISTICS 

Life appears to be built on an endless 
cascade of totally random chance 
events, which society attempts, often 

unsuccessfully, to organise and 
26 regulate. 

Perhaps you secured the perfect job 
that was advertised in a discarded 
newspaper, which you found on a rail­
way carriage seat. What caught your 
eye about the job advert was the com­
pany address that reminded you of 
your home phone number. After join­
ing the company, you went on to meet 
the love of your life. Your future part­
ner was only in the building by 
chance, running an errand for a sick 
friend who once lived at your old ad­
dress. 

You might have avoided that car 
accident by letting a driver turn out of 
a side road into your line of slow 
moving traffic, but you didn't and 
your car ended up in the wrong place 

at the wrong time. 
How is possible for some individu­

als to throw a pair of dice six times 
and come up with the same numbers 
on each occasion? The odds against 
doing this are astronomical, but every 
now and then, it does happen. Some­
times, you really can be on a roll and 
it seems impossible to make a mis­
take, but there are other times when 
you seem to instinctively know that 
you can't win. whatever you do. 

I would bet that most readers of this 
article have met individuals who are 
just luckier than the rest of us. They 
regularly avoid accidents, never seem 
to suffer major i llness and literally 
can't put a foot wrong in any respect. 

These are a minority of people who 
beat all the odds and can enjoy several 
large wins on the lottery, survive ma­
jor catastrophes and land the best jobs. 

At the other extreme, are those indi­
viduals who lead disastrous, miserable 
lives and seem fated from the outset. 
Statisticians who analyse risk and 
probability can make unusual occur­
rences seem far more reasonable when 
they are broken down into values ex­
pressed as mathematical percentages. 

For some reason, the majority of 
people I know have very similar birth­
days to mine, irrespective of the year 
they were born. I simply have no idea 
why this is, but there may be some 
�id�en factor at work, such as a peak 
m brrths during early June. 

When "Skeptical Inquirer" took a 
serious look at coincidence in Septem­
ber 1998, they discovered that within 
any random selection of 23 people, 
there was a 50 percent chance of two 
sharing the same birthdate. Using the 
same mathematical calculation it 
seemed there was the same probability 
that two people in any similar random 
group would have birthdates that fell 
within one day of each other. 
To guarantee a 50 percent chance of 

finding someone with a specific birth­
day requires a random group of 253  
people and there is  also a 50-50 
chance of finding two people with the 
same specified birthdays if you in­
crease the random sample to 613 indi­
viduals. 

Clearly, there are well proven ways 
of calculating probability, which are 
routinely used within industry, the 
military, financial organisations and 
by betting companies. 
To quote the same Skeptical Inquirer 



Professor Wolfgang Pauli, the Nobel prize winning physicist 
who collaborated with Jung on a synchronicity theory. 

article, "the point is that the very na­
ture of randomness assures that comb­
ing random data will yield some pat­
tern. " 

But when "high strangeness" is 
added to the equation, it is hard to es­
cape the feeling that some external 
force is playing games with us. Is it 
possible we are simply acting out 
parts in a massive unseen script, with 
godlike writers who occasionally 
make mistakes and repeat themselves, 
or could something else be taking 
place? 

HIDDEN DEPTHS 

During the 1950s, Swiss psychiatrist 
Professor Carl Gustav J ung and the 
Austrian born Nobel Prize winning 
physicist Wolfgang Pauli corre­
sponded in great depth on the issue of 
synchronicity. 

lung had spent many years consid­
ering the whole idea of coincidence 
and Pauli expanded the debate to in­
clude topics such as quantum me­
chanical theory. 
Jung began to formalise his theory 

that an unknown underlying force ex-

ists which constantly attempts to im­
pose order on our muddled everyday 
world. 

To many people. Jung's ideas sound 
bizarre and perhaps a little disturbing. 
Nevertheless. towards the end of his 

life, Jung became increasing con­
vinced that a supernatural "collective 
unconscious" links us all together. 

He felt that it might be responsible 
for telepathy and precognition, while 
sometimes giving us knowledge that 
we couldn't possibly learn in any nor­
mal way. 

Jung concluded that synchronicity 
was actual proof that our minds are 
linked to this powerful hidden force, 
which flows through the Universe and 
connects all living things together. 

Jung and Pauli seem to have agreed 
that synchronicity was a manifestation 
of this underlying force, which occa­
sionally demonstrates that events with 
no causal or rational linkage can be 
meaningfully related. 

Even if you don't like the sound of 
Jung's theory, it would be short 
sighted to dismiss the idea and arro­
gant of anyone to suggest we have an 
understanding of what makes every-

thing in the Universe tick. 
Many of us who own domestic ani­

mals will testify to the uncanny way 
they routinely pick up on things we 
don't. Animals like cats and dogs en­
joy heightened senses, which are far 
superior to ours. 

In fact, these senses can be so sharp 
they sometimes appear to verge on 
ESP. It is also possible that animals 
inherit some of their knowledge and 
are programmed via their DNA, but 
there are often hints that animal 
groups have a collective awareness. 

In eastern religions, the concept of a 
Star Wars movie type "force, " has 
long been accepted. Within Hinduism, 
our egos are visualised as floating 
separately in a vast ocean. but con­
nected indirectly to each other, by a 
seabed. which supports the water. 

Although I regard myself as a down­
to-earth "nuts and bolts" person who 
always looks towards science and ra­
tional analysis for answers, I firmly 
believe there are powerful forces all 
around us, which we barely perceive 
and have absolutely no understanding 
of Will we ever identify and compre­
hend them? WelL that's anybody's 
guess. Maybe I'll just stick with statis­
tics for now. 

Bill Rose is currently the managing 
editor of Strange Times magazine. He 
runs a small photof:,>Taphic business 
specialising in P .R photography and 
computer graphics, but is probably 
better known as an aviation, 
astronomy and space writer. 
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g 
hroughout history, there can 
be little doubt that for a 
book purporting to repre­
sent the word of God, the 

Holy Bible has been used to justify 
many shocking and bloody events. 
That the bible is an accurate portrayal 
of events occurring more than two 
millennia ago is also open to question, 
however this does not deter the tenets 
of fundamentalism. According to this 
seminal book, Almighty God is om­
nipotent and omnipresent, all merciful 
and all-powerful. It teaches that all 
races are equal and professes salvation 
for all ... except if one subscribes to 
certain extreme fringe beliefs founded 
on warped interpretations of Christian 
Scripture. 

Prior to the abomination perpetrated 
on the 1 1 th September 200 I at The 
World Trade Centre and the Pentagon, 
the tragic loss of 1 68 lives during the 
attack upon the Alfred P. Murrah 
Building in Oklahoma City, the then 
worst terrorist outrage in American 
history, led directly to the execution 
of Timothy McVeigh at Terre Haute 
Prison, Indiana. The repercussions 
from this act created ripples of unease 
that have not calmed. 

This act of sheer madness has focus­
sed the eyes of the world as never be­
fore upon those who perpetrate deeds 
of this kind. It may therefore come as 
a surprise to discover that the alleged 
perpetrator Me Veigh, was not a fun­
damentalist Muslim, but was closely 
connected to a nominally Christian 
community, Elohim City, in the Ozark 
Mountains of Oklahoma. 

Elohim City was founded in 1973 by a 
Canadian Mennonite pastor Robert 
Millar shortly after he moved to the 
area with his wife, four sons and 

thirteen followers seeking a spiri-
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tual retreat. C urrently, Elohim City har­
bours around seventy-five men, women 
and children, all allegedly armed to the 
teeth, and all apparently not afraid to 
use their weapons. 

Thi s  'Christian' community also has 
some highly unusual politics : the gov­
ernment is  the enemy; the secular, the 
m ulticultural society in which we live i s  
a modern Gomorrah and Elohim City is 
a redoubt in the ongoing battle between 
the children of darkness (the Jews) and 
the children of light (the Aryan race). In 
their belief system, racism is enshrined 
in Scripture . 

They believe that African and Asian 
peoples were originally the offspring of 
the fallen angels and human women, the 
biblical 'beasts of the field. ' An order of 
humanity predating God's eventual 
creation of Adam ' In his own Image . '  

According t o  their beliefs, Adam was 
not the first man, but the first white 
man .  In this version of creation, Satan, 
disguised as a white man creeps into the 
Garden of Eden and seduces Eve, who 
in turn bears a son, Cain. It is from this 
point that that Judaism emerges. 

Although W estem history has a long 
tradition of demonising Jews, the fol­
lowers of Millar and likeminded sects 
are convinced that the bible provides 
incontrovertible proof that Jews are the 
'Spawn of Satan'. According to their 
thinking, their 'evidence' carries much 
more authority than 'The Protocols of 

The enigmatic Timothy McVeigh, who was found guilty of bomb­
ing the Alfred P. M urrah Building in Oklahoma City and subse­
quently executed. His links to fundamental Christians based at 
Elohim City have raised many worrying questions. 

In 1 995, the Alfred P. M urrah Building in Oklahoma City was destroyed 
by a terrorist attack, which sent shock waves racing across America. 
Initially, Islamic Fundamentalists were blamed, but it soon became 

apparent that the perpetrators were Americans with a twisted sense of 
patriotism. 

the Elders of Zion,' the faked 1 9th 
century document allegedly proving 
the existence of a worldwide Jewish 
conspiracy promoting world domina­
tion. Their 'evidence' carries the ap­
proval of God, it is enshrined in the 
bible and is the ideolO!,')' of the racist 
belief system: Christian Identity. 

Millar's Christian I dentity teachings 
are based on a highly selective use of 
scripture. The origins of this extreme 
movement are founded in a 1 9th cen­
tury belief in the benign concept of 
'Anglo-Israelism,' sometimes called 
'British-I sraelism' . 

Thi s  branch of theology taught that 
the British, and by extension Canadi­
ans and Americans, were the physical 
and spiritual descendents of the ten 
lost tribes of ancient I srael. Following 
the invasion of Israel by the Assyr­
ians, the tribes were driven out and 
eventually settled in the Caucasus 
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Mountains, (the origin of the term 
'Caucasian') slowly migrating into 
Europe where they eventually settled 
and became established. 

This, then, is the belief system hi­
jacked by a variety of right wing al­
legedly Christian groups to justifY 
their racist stance. The groups preach­
ing this distorted version of scripture 
include: ' Posse Comitatus,' 'The 
American Nazi Party,' 'Confederate 
Hammerskins.' The Church of Jesus 
Christ Christian,' 'The Order', The 
Covenant, Sword and Ann of the 
Lord' (which drew many of it's mem­
bers from Pentecostal Baptist circles 
and was also the organisation behind 
the Oklahoma bombing) and of course 
'The Ku Klux Klan'. 

The Klan, which was founded in the 
early 1 8th century, fell from popular­
ity but was reorganised in 1 9 1 5  by a 
Christian pastor, the rev, William 
Simmons, who was apparently in­
spired by D.W Griffiths film 'Birth of 
a nation, which portrayed The Klan as 
the saviours and champions of white 
civilisation. 

The Klan once again slid into obscu­
rity prior to the second Word War, but 
was once again revitalised in the 
1 950's following the imposition racial 
integration in the southern states of 
the USA. Although the Klan is still 
active. other groups more suited to the 
current political climate have largely 
superseded it. 

American academic Professor Mi­
chael Barkun, author of the book, 
'Religion and the Racist Right,' com­
ments that when he talks about his 
book to religious groups, " It's as if 
they're hearing about it [Christian 
Identity] for the first time .. . It strikes 
them as so unimaginably distant from 
the intellectual universe they inhabit, 
that I might as well be talking about a 
subject from another planet". 

Another belief held by these groups, 
although not exclusively, is the cer­
tainty of a 'New World Order,' a secret 
cabal who will asswne control of the 
entire world for their own purposes. 

Again, they see the 'Children of 
Darkness' behind this alleged organi­
sation. Beliefs such as this are com­
monplace among conspiracy theorists, 
and in the isolated, enclosed commu­
nities that are home to these extremist 
sects, beliefs such as this find fertile 

ground in which to flourish. 
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Very real fears for public safety 
caused the F B I  to commission a sur­
vey on domestic terrorism entitled 
'The Megiddo Report' into the work­
ings and motivation behind this and 
similar groups. Extracted from the 
report we find the following . . . 'Wesley 
Swift is considered the single most 
significant figure in the early years of 
the Christian I dentity movement in the 
United States. 

He popularised it in the right wing 
by combining British Israelism, de­
monic anti-Semitism and political ex­
tremism. He founded his own church 
in California in the mid 1 940's where 
he could preach this ideology. In addi­
tion, he had a daily radio broadcast in 
California during the 1950's and 60's, 
through which he could proclaim his 
ideology to a wider audience. 

With Swift's efforts, the message of 
his church spread, leading to the crea­
tion of similar churches throughout 
the country. In 1 957,  the name of his 
church was changed to The Church of 
Jesus Christ Christian, which is used 
today by Aryan Nations, ( AN)' .  

'One of Swift's associates, William 
Potter Cole, was far more militant 
than Swift and brought a new element 

to Christian I dentity Churches. He 
became the leading figure in the anti 
tax and paramilitary movements of the 
1 970s and 80s.  There are numerous 
Christian Identity churches that 
preach similar messages and espouse 
more violent rhetoric than others, but 
all hold fast to the belief that Aryans 
are God's chosen race. 

We should perhaps, because of simi­
larities in origin, examine one of these 
movements in some detail: Posse 
Comitatus is a good example. As with 
Christian I dentity, the genesis of this 
organisation was in England, where 
under King Alfred in AD 8 7 1 the con­
stabulary of the shires or 'shire reeves' 
eventually became known as sheriffs. 
It was the duty of a sheriff to maintain 
order in his 'tun' or group of ten fami­
lies. 

However, it was also the duty of the 
citizenship to assist the sheriff in ap­
prehending cri�inals and maintaining 
law and order in general. In times of 
extremis, the sheriff would sound the 
'hue and cry' and it was the legal obli­
gation of any citizen who heard the 
cry to assist the sheriff in his duty. 

This example of direct action by pri­
vate citizens still survives today in the 
form of ' Posse Comitatus,' or citizens 
response to to criminal behaviour. The 
term 'posse comitatus' translates to 
'posse of the county' or the force of 
the county . Another aspect of it exists 
in the right of the public to perform 
ci tizen's arrests. 

The introduction of posse comitatus in 
the United States was because of the 
practise of using troops to enforce 
civil laws.  During the election of 
1 876, President Grant ordered federal 
troops to oversee elections in the 
Southern states because of alleged 
corruption. 

The US Congress responded to this 
with the 'Posse Comitatus Act' of 
1 87 8  which, briefly states, 'Whoever, 
except in cases and under circum­
stances expressly authorised by the 
Constitution or Act of Congress, wil­
fully uses any part of the Army or a 
force as a posse comitatus or other­
wise to execute the laws shall be fined 
under this title or imprisoned' ( l 8USC 
1 385 ). I n  short, the use of the army 
was forbidden when civilian con­
stabularies would better serve the 
maintenance oflaw and order. The 







title of this sensible and farsighted piece 
of legislation became di storted into the 
rel igion known as ' Posse Comitatus. '  As 
with the inhabitants of Elohim City, 
they see them selves as a civil ian force 
righting the wrongs of government and 
upholding 'Christian' values in the face 
of adversity .  

Another facet of Christian Identity ide­
ology is a whol ehearted belief in the 
'End Times' and Armageddon. Quoting 
from the FBI Megiddo Report we find: 
'Christian Identity also beli eved in the 
inevitability of the end of the world and 
the Second Coming of Christ . 

It is bel ieved that these events are part 
of a cleansing process that is needed 
before Christ's kingdom can be estab­
l ished on earth. During this time, Jews 
and their allies will attempt to destroy 
the white race by any means available. 

The result will be a violent and bloody 
struggle, a war in effect, between God's 
force, the white race, and the Jews and 
non-whites. Significantly. many adher­
ents believe that thi s will be tied into 
the new mil lennium and the years im­
medi ately following'. 

'The vi ew of what Armageddon will be 
i s  varied among Christian Identitv be­
l ievers. Some contend there will be a 
race war in which m illions will die; oth­
ers bel ieve that the United Nations, 
backed by the Jewi sh representatives of 
the anti-Christ, wil l  take over the coun­
try to promote a New World Order. One 
Christian I dentity interpretation is that 
white Christians have been chosen to 
watch for signs of the impending war in 
order to warn others. They are then to 
physically struggle with the forces of 
evil and other violations of their inter­
pretation of God' s  l aw, ( i .e. race mixing 
and internationalism ). Many will perish 
and some of God ' s  chosen will be 
forced to wear the Mark of the Beast to 
participate in business and commerce. 
After the final battle is ended and God's  
kingdom establ ished on earth, only then 
wil l  the Aryan people be recognised as 
the one and true Israel' .  

'Christian Identity adherents believe that 
God will use his chosen race as his 
weapons to battle the forces of evil .  
Christian I dentity followers believe they 
are among those chosen by God to wage 
this battle during Armageddon and they 
wi ll be the last line of defence for the 
white race and Chri stian America. To 
prepare for these events. they engage in 
survivalist and paramil itary training, 
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storing foodstuffs and supplies and 
caching weapons and ammunition. 
They often reside in compounds l o­
cated in remote areas' .  

It was plain that in the run up to the 
millennium there were many such 
apocalyptic t,'Toups preparing for 'The 
Endtimes' and the second coming of 
Christ. One t,'Toup in particular trav­
elled to Jerusalem with the intent of 
destroying the AI Aqsa M osque at the 
Millennium and if Armageddon did 
not occur as scheduled, they woul d 
attempt to bring it about thereby ful­
filling the prophecy. 

Fortunately, Mossad the Israeli Intel­
ligence Service intercepted them and 
they were arrested then deported. In 
the USA, Christian Identity cultists 
executed a spate of armed robberies 
prior to the Mil lennium to raise funds 
to finance their desire for the acquisi­
tion of weapons and other items es­
sential to their plans. 

Abortion clinics in the US have also 
been among their targets, Christian 
Identity member Eric Rudol ph was a 
suspect held during investigations into 
bombings at a clinic in Birmingham 
Al abama and attacks perpetrated dur­
ing the 1999 Atlanta Olympics. Other 

suspected Christian Identity inspired 
attacks include the arson of three 
synagogues in Sacramenta during July 
1 999, the murder of two homosexuals 
near Redding, California and the mur­
der of five people at a Jewish commu­
nity centre in Los Angeles. 

The upsurge of interest in extremi st 
religious movements like Christian 
Identity may be a social phenomenon 
generated by the society in which we 
l ive. As religious and moral val ues are 
continually degraded it is probable 
that some people are unable to deal 
w ith life in a society over which they 
have increasingly less control . 

In their view, the only course open to 
them is to withdraw from mainstream 
l ife and begin associating with like­
minded people within a secl uded envi­
ronment, rather like a club mentality 
taken to extremes. Hopefully. as time 
passes and no Armageddon or New 
World Order takeover appears these 
groups will eventually realise that 
their beliefs are a delusion. and al­
though there is no guarantee of this of 
course, perhaps they will eventually 
leave their fortified compounds and 
join the rest of hwnanity . 

Brian Allan resides in Alloa, 
Scotland. He has had a l ifelong 
fascination with the paranormal field 
of study and has been an active 
researcher for the last thirty years. 

Brian runs Strange Phenomena In­
vestigations (SPI)  in Scotland together 
with his colleague, Billy Devlin. He 
has also been involved in several 
cases where exorcisms have been 
carried out. 
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A THEATRE O F  DREAMS 

Recent research by a Dutch team of 
doctors studied 344 heart attack sur­
vivors and found that more than one 
in ten had experienced out of body 
experiences, visions and lucid 
thoughts while they were ' clinically 

· dead'. Dr. Peter Fenwick, a consult­
ant neuropsychiatrist at London Uni­
versity told The Sunday Telegraph 
"If the mind and brain can be inde­
pendent then that raises questions 
about the continuation of conscious­
ness after death". (For more on this 
check www .ananova.com/yournews/ 
story/sm_ 469 1 02 

Since the beginning of time people 

have reported experiences and events 
which lie outside the boundaries of sci­
entific knowledge. 

These include many remarkable hu­
man experiences such as claims of after 

death contact, near death experi-
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ences, ghosts, visionary experiences, 
precognitive dreams and all manner of 
extraordinary events that lie on the 
very brink of our understanding. 

At times we catch a glimpse of these 
wonderfully mysterious and life 
changing incidents. 

In examining the essence of these 
experiences, we need to explore the 
nature of reality itself What is real­
ity? Is reality the way we observe the 
world around us? Or is the consensus 
realitv that we are taught to under­
stand

� 
not the way it really is at all 

leading to the idea that there is no 
such thing as an objective reality and 
therefore we need wide-ranging and 
unanimous ideas of how the world 
looks, stocked with images and mod­
els, in order to be able to communi­
cate and make the world go round so 
to speak. . It is an interesting thought, 
is it not ,that without language and a 
way to express our perception of the 
world around us, reality and interpre­
tation would be a totally subjective 
one. Even with a consensual reality 
we sti ll perceive some things in our 

own very personal way and this can 
vary enormously from person to per­
son hence the old cl iche of several 
witnesses to a road accident and how 
their individual understanding of 
specific events leading to the accident 
can differ. There are an infinite num­
ber of possible realities out there all 
part of the whole and all very real to 
each one of us. 

This brings me to some of the central 
issues of this article, which will be 
discussing claims of after-death con­
tact. 

People now have instant access to 
the intemet where they can share and 
discuss a whole range of experiences 
like this and it is evident there are lit­
eral ly millions of stories out there, 
which record experiences of this kind. 

What is going on? Could there be 
any substantial evidence to suggest 
that people have indeed had commu­
nication with dear and departed l oved 
ones in the empirical sense, or is this 
due whol ly to imagination and wishful 
thinking during the course of 



bereavement. 
Many of us have heard anecdotal sto­

ries from people who feel they have un­
dergone extraordinary experiences from 
seeing their dead loved one to hearing 
them speak or sensing their presence in 
a very powerful way. 

These people are convinced that what 
they have seen, heard or felt was abso­
lutely real and happening for a specific 
purpose. often so the person left behind 
knows that their loved one is  okay and 
continuing in a different form. Appari­
tions of this nature can often look physi­
cally real to the receiver as though they 
are actually here in our space-time as a 
biolo!:,rical entity; that is until they fade 
or seem to disappear. 

THROUGH THE LOOKING 
GLASS 

The crucial idea is to explore the possi­
bi lity that a form of consciousness sur­
vives the physical body after death. 

There are many definitions as to what 
this actually could be, such as the soul , 
the spirit, the very essence of us; and 
if  so whether any of these forms em­
body our personal identity as it was in 
physical form. Old and familiar relig­
ions teach many variations of this par­
ticular belief including the hypothesis 

that we are old souls and have been in 
physical form many times before. 

I ndeed within the Christian church 
we are taught that our spirituality is of 
primary importance for our physical 
wel l-being. And yet in Western relig­
ions we continue to regard any sug­
gestion of an independent continuity 
of consciousness after physical death 
as being quite extraordinary. 

Stories of ghosts or apparitions of 
departed loved ones are often viewed 
as psychological problems or halluci­
nation due to bereavement and a 
longed for wish to see that person. 
And yes, this can of course be an ex­
planation for some of these claims. 

However the floodgates on reports of 
after-death communication have 
opened wide since advancing technol­
ogy has infinitely increased the vast 
number of sites into these areas of re­
ports. 

We are touching just the tip of an 
iceberg in our understanding of what 
these claims could mean and tell us 
about ourselves, and more importantly 
whether there is a possibility that 
these contact claims show evidence 
for realms that exist outside of our 
physical borderlands where the ' soul ' 
resides after death 

Many questions are being asked and 
there are people, who are convinced 
beyond a shadow of doubt that they 
have indeed been contacted by their 
departed relatives and friends and that 
these experiences were not due to 
imagination or a desire to see those 
they have lost. They remain utterly 
persuaded that they have indeed seen, 
spoken or sensed the presence of their 
dead relative and in some cases this 
has involved an actual interaction 
where a message has been conveyed 
to them. 

So, just what is going on here and 
what do these claims of ghostly vi ­
sions really mean. There are many 
people who report observing appari­
tions of people unknown to them at 
specific locations or haunted areas, 
but for this article I largely want to 
define reports documenting claims of 
contact with people with whom the 
experiencers have had a close rela­
tionship.  

All events documented below are 
based on reports where I have person­
ally spoken with the people, or those 
close to them. who have experienced 
events of this nature. I have chosen 
these specific cases to illustrate the 
range of contact that is reported. All 



names have been changed, but every 
case has been reported as reliably and 
honestly as the person's  perception and 
i nterpretation has allowed. 

A NEAR D EATH EXPERIENCE? 

A journal ist from the North East area 
related a specific account of her near­
death experience to me in 1996. She 
had contacted me initial ly to help her 
with some research on a UFO article 
she was writing for a local paper. 

From there she told me of several un­
usual events in her l ife one of which 
had a profound effect upon her. 

Amanda was on hol iday in Almeria 
Spain with her boyfriend in July 1993. 
After a few days they hired a car and 
decided to visit Granada the next day. 
but were dismayed when they woke up 
to gale force winds and torrential rain. 

They decided to make the trip anyway 
and set off along the mountain roads. 
Unfortunately they never arrived at their 
destination because the car hit a rivulet 
on a bend and couldn 't hold the greasy 
road as they aqua-planed into a tree. 

She fractured both the bones in her 
right forearm, and elbow and her blood 
pressure dropped to an extremely low 
level as she lay unconscious. She 
clearly remembers at this stage some­
how ' l ifting out of her body' and seeing 
her body laid in the ambulance from 
above. 

At this point she explained that she 
noticed some blood on the front of her 
blue gown, which apparently was 
caused by an injury to her stomach that 
she had suffered in the crash. Some 
time after the crash, when di scussing it 
with her boyfriend, he seemed amazed 
when she mentioned the blue gown 
from the crash scene. This gown was 
apparently put on her while  she was un­
conscious because her own dress had 
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been ripped to shreds, but because of 
the blood it was changed as soon as 
they reached the Spanish hospital . 

Amanda told me that this incident 
has changed her a !:,'Teat deal and the 
way she interacted with people par­
ticularly wanting to help and show 
kindness to them rather than just dis­
missing them . After this  incident she 
developed an acute abi l ity to sense 
negative or ruthless thoughts from 
people and also felt as though she had 
developed in a spiritual way. 

Amanda moved to America about 
three years ago to work as a journal ist 
I believe and I last saw her at a Con­
ference here in Newcastle in 1996, 
where we spoke again of this incident 
and her feel ings about it .  

These feelings and dramatic l i fe 
changes are reported by a high per­
centage of people who undergo what 
has become identi fied as a near-death 
expenence. 

Research into these experiences was 
pioneered by Dr. Raymond Moody in 
the 1 970s and he wrote two best sel l­
i ng books on the subject l eading the 
way for further research by the medi­
cal profession and others who have 
i nvestigated these claims since the 
70s.  

GATEWAY TO THE 
BORD ERLANDS 

In examining the nature of after-death 
communication known hereafter as 
ADC, I would like to begin with a 
compelling and unusual incident. 
which I learned of quite recently via a 
work colleague, Mike. 

A Precognitive vision and note from 
a bookcase 

In the late seventies, Mike had and 
sti l l  does have a very close fri end, 

who was one of a fami ly of thirteen 
from the Newcastle area. This friend 
( Andy) told him a very strange story 
relating to his eldest si ster ( Elizabeth), 
who died in the seventies. It was New 
Year' s Eve and Elizabeth, Andy and 
their respective spouses were driving 
in their car to go out for the evening.  

Andy, El izabeth and their families 
l ived in Rotherham, South Yorkshire 
but had come to Newcastle as their 
mother, who lived there had been 
very unweJ I. Andy expressed his 
anxiety about his mother to his sister 
in the car and Elizabeth immediately 
responded with the words don 't worry 
ahout mol her, I will he there waiting 

for her when shefinal�v goes. Andy 
asked what she meant by these words, 
but Elizabeth dismissed them with a 
l ight hearted never mind, le! 's enjoy 
the mght 

At the end of February, Andy received 
a telephone call tel l ing him that his  
sister, Elizabeth had died very sud­
denly . Andy went to help with the 
funeral arrangements at Elizabeth' s  
home and her husband told  Andy 
about a strange incident that occurred 
on the day of her death. Elizabeth and 
her husband used to walk together 
down the side of the hi l l  from their 
home in Rotherham to go to work in 
the mornings where Andy would then 
get hi s bus and Elizabeth would con­
tinue down the hil l. 

On the morning she died, El izabeth 
ran back to her husband before he got 
on the bus and threw her arms around 
his  neck saying thanksfor everything 
Andy. She died before she got to 
work that morning of a heart attack.  
She was in her early fi fties at the time. 
While  Andy was at Elizabeth' s home 
helping to sort things out on that day, 
he noticed they had a bookcase built 
into the wall  with many books on it. 
He picked up a book and out fel l  a 
piece of paper with a message from 
El izabeth to Andy. She had written 
the fol lowing words. 

I tried to tell you on New Year 's Eve that 
I would be waiting for my mother and 
because you are reading this you now 
know why. 

An unusual account indeed and ac­
cording to my colleague, Andy was 
astounded by these events. 



EXPERIENCE WITH NURSING 
PROFESSIONALS 

I bel ieve it is significant that nurses who 
are often on the front l ine of death re­
port some very unusual anomalies and I 
can honestly say I have never spoken 
with a nurse, who has not had a story to 
tel l relating to various patients they 
have nursed who have subsequently 
died. 

Even the most hardened and pra!:,rrnatic 
nurses have sensed or observed curious 
features prior to and at the moment of 
death of their patients; events that they 
just cannot explain in any terminology 
at all .  To i l lustrate this I can relay a 
particular story from a friend, who is a 
senior lecturer in nursing studies here in 
the Newcastle 

She told me recently of the time she 
worked in a hospital in Scotland where 
she was nursing a lady close to death. 
As everyone knows hospitals are in­
variably too hot and on this night it was 
very hot on the ward. The lady was in a 
ward off to the side and Leanne was 
sitting with her. when she became 
aware that room had become ice cold. 

This was not the case in the rest of the 
ward, where it was stil l  extremely hot. 
At the same time as the ward became 
cold Leanne had a very strong sense of 
a presence in the room. Just after that 

· her patient died and the room returned 
to its original temperature . 

OBSERVED BY NEIGHBOURS 

A close friend and colleague of mine 
told me of the fol lowing events soon 
after his father died four years ago. 
Jeff received a telephone cal l from a 
neighbour of his father to report that he 
had noticed that the curtains had not be 
drawn in his bedroom. 

It was a Monday morning and Jeff ar­
rived at his father's home at around 
midday. He had to force open the front 
door and unfortunately found his father 
dead in bed. The doctor established that 
his father had died in the early hours of 
that Monday morning. 

On Tuesday, Jeff was back at his fa­
ther's home sorting things out and mak­
ing arrangements for the funeral etc. 
and was putting some things in his car 
when one of his father' s neighbours 
said she was ' sorry to hear about your 
Dad' and went on to say that the last 
time she saw him was yesterday morn­
ing around 9am coming out of his house 

and walking across the footbridge to the 
Post Office. 

Jeff real ised that this would have been 
impossible as his father had died in the 
earlv hours of Monday morning. Jeff 
dis�issed her comment believing she 
must have been mistaken. However 
later that day Jeff was approached again 
while coming out of his father' s  house 
to his car by another neighbour, a 
young lady, who said how sorry she 
was to hear about Jeff' s father and then 
went on to say that she had seen him 
stood at the door of his home sometime 
after 9am the previous day (Monday). 
Jeff asked if his father had spoken to 
her, but she informed him that he had 
said nothing. 

Jeff obviously felt that this  had now be­
come curious . Neither neighbour could 
have observed his father at around 9am 
or afterwards on that Monday morning, 
as his father had died during the night. 
He told me he felt slightly unnerved by 

this .  
Of course i t  is  a possibility that both 

neighbours were mistaken and had 
their days confused, but it is puzzling 
is it not that not one, but two 
neighbours spoke with Jeff to tel l  him 
that they had seen his father the previ­
ous Monday morning around 9am. 
Jeff did not inform either neighbour 
that his father had died during the 
early hours of that morning and there­
fore they could not have seen him . . . . . 
or could they? 

A DOCTOR CALLS 

In 1995, I was contacted by Emma 
from Cleveland. Emma had experi­
enced many extraordinary events dur­
ing her l ife, and wanted them to be 
recorded. 

One of these events is very closely 
linked to the focus of this article. 
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In 1 963 Emma's maniage of twenty­
one years ended and she left Hertford­
shire with her teenage children , and 
moved to Bedfordshire. While on a 
c·ourse in London she met John and be­
gan a close relationship. Emma de­
scribed him as a lovely person, the eld­
est of six and several years younger 
than herself. 
One warm Sunday evening in June 
1 964, Emma and John were walking 
together in a cornfield, when suddenly 
Emma describes being in pitch dark­
ness. 

When her eyes grew accustomed to the 
gloom, she could see tallish houses fac­
ing her across a fairly narrow street that 
she had never seen before. In front of 
one of the houses were a group of shad­
owy figures. excitedly talking and 
pointing towards her right, where the 
road curved away into the distance. 
Slowly she could see better and was 
surprised by the appearance of these 
people. 

The men wore hose and buckled shoes, 
breeches and jackets in a coarse mate­
rial and women- were dressed in long 
black dresses and long white aprons, 
buckled shoes and lace caps. Although 
they appeared to be talking very animat­
edly she could not hear their voices and 
·everywhere seemed silent. Ernma felt 
as though she was in a different century 
and couldn't  understand what she was 
doing there. 

Taking stock of her own appearance 
Ernma realised that she too was wearing 
these clothes and felt frightened. Look­
ing behind her she realised she had been 
standing in front of a stone cottage, 
which appeared like a shadow as did the 

people. 
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approaching horse and a large carthorse 
pulling a hay wagon appeared with a 
man walking beside it and stopped in 
front of her. The man looked at Emma 
and said ''John and his brother Edward 
are both dead on the cart". Emma ran 
around to the back of the cart and on the 
hay lay John and his brother Edward. 
Emma burst into tears and shadowy 
figures crossed over the road and hands 
touched her and voices said "I am so 
sorry, so sorry. They were both so 
young" 

Instantly Emma was aware of walking 
in the cornfield with John again, who 
was talking about the same subject he 
had been discussing before Emma had 
experienced this very unusual incident. 
John had not observed anything at all 
and Ernma made the decision not to 
mention her bizarre experience .. 

In June of 1 965 ,  a year to the day after 
these experiences. Emma and John were 
sitting in her dining room discussing 
ideas for their honey moon, as they 
planned to marry the following year. 
John suddenly broke off in mid­
sentence and stared past Emma with a 
look of wonder on his face saying 
"Where am I? It 's so beautiful". 

He fell back without another word and 
Emma ran for help to her ne>-.1: door 
neighbour, who was with the ambulance 
service. Her neighbour ran towards her 
house telling Emma to ring for a doctor 
at the telephone box. Emma did this 
and was informed that an emergency 
doctor would be straight over. 

She ran back to the house where her 
youngest sixteen-year-old son opened 
the front door and said that her 
neighbour (the ambulance man) had 
asked her to wait upstairs. Emma went 
upstairs and then remembers hearing a 

car and the front door closing and be­
lieved that the doctor had arrived to 
look at John. 

After a while and feeling that the 
doctor was taking a long time, she 
felt that maybe the doctor was calling 
for an ambulance from the local call 
box to take John to the hospital. 
However the phone box and street 
were deserted and the house seem to 
be very silent when suddenly a man" s  
voice called t o  her from the bottom of 
the stairs, ' ' I' m a doctor, can I come 
up?'' 

Upon running to the landing Emma 
saw a tall, athletic young man, about 
thirty, with short sandy coloured hair 
and wearing a tweed jacket and grey 
trousers climbing the stairs two at a 
time. 

He asked Emma to sit down and she 
sat side by side with him on her bed 
while he put an ann around her shoul­
ders to comfort her. He said ''John is 
dead. It was over in less than a min­
ute after he collapsed and he felt no 
pain. A small clot of blood blocked 
his artery" he explained. He then pro­
ceeded to tell Emma that she would 
see John again and that there was life 
after death and that this is only our 
training ground and we go on from 
here. 

"Don't  worry'' he said, "you will be 
helped". Emma then remembers see­
ing him rise to his feet ready to leave 
and again he told her not to worry. 
He paused at the door and said ''your 
own doctor will be along later when 
he gets back. He will give you some­
thing to ease the pain" 

John was buried at the church that 
week and on the Sunday Emma at­
tended an evening service at another 



church with John' s  family (mother and 
five brothers). She had been home for 
only a short time after this when John' s 
mother and one of his brothers ani ved 
with terrible news. Edward, the brother 
Emma had seen dead on the haywagon 
beside John, had died in the same way 
as John, without any warning. They 
are both buried at the same church. 
John was aged thirty-nine and Edward, 
aged thirty-seven . 

FOOTNOTE . . .  

About one month after these events 
E mma felt the need to thank the young 
sandy-haired doctor who had comforted 
her so much at her home after John 
died. As she had not asked his name 
she asked the ambulance man who it 
had been. He informed her that it was a 
Doctor Robinson and told her where the 
practice was in town. 

When Emma went to see him at his 
surgery, she was astonished to see a 
much older man with white hair. and 
asked for the sandy-haired doctor, who 
had come to her home on the Sunday 
evening her fiance had died. "John 
Taylor", he said at once "Yes, I remem­
ber, he was young, such a pity, he was 
dead when I arrived". 

He looked at Emma with curiosity and 
said "I didn ' t  se� you'' .  Emma replied 
"'No I didn't see you either, but I saw 
the other doctor with you, who came 
upstairs to talk with me and comfort 
me" 

"There was no other doctor" he said. 
Emma then told him about the sandy­
haired doctor and that he had explained 
the cause of John ' s  dying so suddenly. 
Dr .. Robinson stopped her in amaze-

ment and told her that she had been in­
formed of the exact cause of death as 
recorded at the post-mortem. 

GHOST OF HER MOTHER? 

Julie 's  mother died when she was 
only seventeen. A short time after her 
mother's death she had j ust got into 
bed when she saw her mother come 
through the bedroom door towards her 
in the bed and appeared to be reaching 
out to touch her. Julie told me she was 
terrified and proceeded to pull the bed­
covers up over her head and then real­
i sed that she wanted to see her mother 
again, but when she pulled the covers 
away the figure of her mother turned 
and moved away out of her bedroom . 
She felt desperately upset about having 
been so afraid of someone she had 
loved so dearly. 

A TELEPHONE CALL FROM 
THE DEAD? 

In 1 994 Moira' s mother passed away. 

About a month after her death an inci­
dent occurred at home in the presence 
of her husband. Their telephone rang 
and when Moira picked up the phone, 
a voice which Moira recognised and 
was convinced was her mother' s 
voice said the following . . .  

"Moria. Moira . . .  . I 'm going, I 'm go­
mg now . . .  

Moira described her mother' s voice as 
very laboured and slow as though 
she was finding it difficult to talk. 
Obviously she was very shocked and 
her husband, who was in room while 
this occurred felt that this experience 
may have been due to the impact of 
bereavement. 

However, Moira does not feel this 
was the case at all as she emphasised 
that she clearly heard this voice on the 
telephone and that it was indeed her 
mother. 

Moira and her mother are very well 
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known to me. I have spoken with 
both her and her husband and Moira 
feels strongly that the telephone cal l  
she received on that day was indeed 
from her mother. 

A Q UESTION OF HEALING 

Within my own experiences I also had 
the great fortune to meet a deeply 
spiritual man many years ago now. 
He was a healer and held a clinic in a 
suburb of Newcastle. 

There was no charge and he con-

ducted healing on many people who 
visited the clinic  from all over the area, 
sometimes travell ing long distances by 
bus to see him. 

During his healing sessions, he also 
undetivent an enormous transformation 
and his facial features appeared to take 
on different characteristics, but the 
really astonishing part was the way he 
spoke and his voice. 

He was a real Geordie with an accent 
to go with it , but when he started heal­
ing his voice took the sound of cultured 
Indian enunciation with an extensive 

vocabulary. 
This  would continue throughout the 

healing sessions, which sometimes went 
on for hours. The explanation was that 
he was acting as a medium for an Indian 
doctor to speak and heal through him 
and there was a lot of specific back­
ground to who this doctor had been. As 
I experienced this myself, there is no 
doubt in my mind that thi s man was 
genume. 

He helped an enormous amount of 
people and did not make a penny from 
his clinic. A small collection box was 
available if anyone wished to contribute 
a small donation. He was able to locate 
any problems that his visitors were suf­
fering from immediately and his hands 
generated enormous heat, when he con­
ducted his healing sessions.  

I heard many stories from those who 
worked with him and the healing that 
had been generated on people with very 
serious health problems. From a per­
sonal point of view I felt heat for days 
afterwards on a specific area of my ab­
domen. 

It was quite extraordinary . He told 
me that in order for healing to continue, 
I had to picture his face in my mind and 
focus on this. This worked for me and 
whether this was created by a positive 
eneq�>y because I believed this would 
occur was probably unimportant. 

The point is that suggestion and the 
power of the mind is an essential part of 
any healing. but this does not negate the 
original source of the healing. 

Thi s  good and gracious man died of a 
heart attack several years ago. The only 
way you knew of him and the cl inic was 
through word of mouth. He was un­
known otherwise . 

TALES OF THE U NEXPECTED 
FROM WORLD WAR TWO 

Elvington 
Small English place, forsaken and apart. 
Hori::onsfogged. whose grey pervades the 
heart: 
And ceaseless wind�· that speak of days long 
gone, 
And skies that talk of sadness: and no sun, 
Where bombers fly and take into the night 
A bandoned dreams of happiness and light. 

(Extract from ' Elvington' written by Lt. 
Col . Louis Bourgain D.F.C. Ex-pilot 
346 Squadron, Patron of the Yorkshire 
Air Museum ) 

The Yorkshire Air Museum at E lving-



ton, near York captures the very es­
sence of a wartime flying station. It 
reverberates with an atmosphere from 
long ago days when the Halifax and 
Lancaster bombers took off on the 
runway with their pilots and crew 
flying into the night on· their bombing 
missions. There were too many who 
never returned. This section of the 
article is  dedicated to al l those men . . . .  

FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE 

Pilot Officer S.E. C. Judd - 77 Squad­
ron 

One night in June, 19-1-1, this officer 
was pilot and captain of an aircraft 
detailed to attack Sterkrade. On the 
return flight the aircraft was inter­
cepted by a fighter, which attacked 

with much persistence. In the engage­
ment, Pilot Officer Judd manoeuvred 
with great skill andfinal/y the at­
tacker was driven off and believed to 
have been destroyed. The bomber had 
sustained extensive damage, however, 
and one wing was onfire. Neverthe­
less, Pilot Officer Judd set a course in 
an attempt to reach home. Before the 
English coast could be reach�d the 
fire had spread considerably and Pilot 
Officer Judd was forced to bring the 
crippled aircrqft down on to the sea, a 
task he skilfully accomplished. All the 
crew got safely aboard the dinghy and 
were subsequently rescued. In the 
face of most harassing circumstances, 
this gallant pilot set an example �f the 
highest order. 

On the night Pilot Officer Judd. his 
crew and plane were shot down, his 
parents experienced a curious event. 
They were asleep at the time and were 
both awoken by footsteps coming 
along the gravel path, which led to 
their house. As they prepared to get 
up, they heard the doorbell ,  which 
kept on ringing . Anxiously wonder­
ing who was at their door in the mid­
dle of the night, they rushed down­
stairs to discover there was no-one at 
their door, nor was anyone in the area 
at all .  

The footsteps and constant ringing of 
their doorbell occurred at the exact 
time that their son' s Halifax and crew 
ditched hundreds of miles away into a 
very cold North Sea. 
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Pi lot Officer Judd flew on his sorties 
out of Elvington with 77 Squadron 

Another eerie story that Syd J udd re­
lated to me during a day I spent at 
Elvimrton occurred in Lincolnshire at 
a wartime RAF bomber station . Dur­
ing World War I I ,  there would always 
be an airman in a caravan at the end 

· of the runway. He would be respon�i ­
b le  for the aircraft taxiing out on the1r 
missions just before take-off. 

On this particular night I, the airman 
in the caravan was very puzzled to see 
a first World War biplane land on the 
runway at this airfi eld. The pi lot, 

. 
dressed in full World War One flymg 
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kit climbed out of the cockpit and 
walked toward the caravan, where he 
handed the stunned airman a note, 
with the number of a specific Lancas­
ter that had taken off on a bombing 
raid that night . He proceeded to in­
form the airman that this Lancaster 
had crashed and all crew were killed. 
He then left the caravan, got back into 
his plane and took off. The ai

_
rman 

radioed the control tower to gtve 
them this information and he was im­
mediately replaced and taken off duty! 

Several hours later the control tower 
received information that this specific 
Lancaster as recorded on the paper 
rri ven to the airman had crashed and 
:n crew had been killed. The crash 

had occurred at the precise time of the 
visit from the pilot in the biplane ! !  

Another incident was recounted to me 
by Sqn. Ldr. Blackwell and �ccurred in 
the 1 970s when he was staymg at an 
old wartime bomber station. One night 
he awoke and needed the bathroom. 
Walking along the Officers Mess corri­
dor to the bathroom he saw a fair-haired 
young man walking towards him

. 
and 

then past him . He was dressed � full 
World War II flying kit of boots, Jacket 
and helmet .  It occurred to him several 
seconds later that this was rather odd 
and the next day whilst having a drink 
in the bar he mentioned it to the other 
officers, who informed him that this 
person had been seen by many other 
officers dressed in exactly the same 
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way. They said that this was someone 
who had been killed in action during a 
mission from this flying station. 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS. 

All of the above accounts are people 's  
perception and interpretation of ex­
periences that they cannot just file 
away and cannot fully explain.  Their 
experiences were totally palpable to 
them and they feel absol utely con­
vinced of the reality of these incidents 
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although they are happy to explore all 
possibil iti es in order to find an accept­
able answer to define the experience 
and shed the mystery. But there are 
mysteries that remain despite objec­
tive and extreme efforts to establish 
what these experiences are. 

Is it possible that claims of contact 
with the dead are indeed plausible? 
Are they happening at a l evel of real­
ity that we access very briefly from 
time to time and where we enter an 

altered state of consciousness in order 
to reach this other world reality? If 
there is indeed only a subjective real­
ity, then everything we experience 
could be part of a much bigger pic­
ture; a magical mystery tour of the 
l iving Cosmos with you and I only 
experiencing a miniscule part of this .  
In  fact maybe this l ife is but a dream 
or a hologram and those glimpses we 
receive at times in our l ives are part of 
something infinitely more real than 
anything we have experienced during 
our physical l ife cycle. 

There is no doubt that the relevant 
scientific disciplines try to explain the 
issues surrounding near-death experi­
ences and claims of after-death con­
tact and unl ike Eastern religions, 
Western cultures have a real problem 
in accepting the possibility that some 
form of consciousness survives death. 
Maybe we make these compell ing en­
counters far more complex than they 
should be when there is a simple truth 
out there somewhere. As Bemard 
Gittelson said in Intangible Evi­
dence . . .  

What w e  are learning about paranor­
mal phenomena flies in the face of 
everything we have been taught about 
the nature of reality. 

Gloria Heather Dixon is the editor of 
Strange Times magazine and Director 
of Investigations for the British UFO 
Research Association (BUFORA). 
She has had a l ifetime interest in ex­
traordinary hwnan experiences spe­
cifically focusing her research into 
claims of near-death experiences and 
after death contact. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Title: The Hunt For Zero Point 
Author: Nick Cook 
Published by: Century. Hardback. 
292 pages. B& W images. 
Price: £ 1 7.99 Available from 
Amazon U.K at £ 1 4.39 & P&P. 
Paperback Edition published by 
Arrow due in September 2002. 
RRP £7.99 384 p. 

Aviation consultant Nick Cook, who 
spent many years with Jane's Defence 
Weekly as a senior technical editor, 
has written "The Hunt for Zero Point," 
in a very pleasing style that falls 
somewhere between slick, infonnative 
journalism and the kind of fast paced 
thriller you simply can't put down. 
He begins this book by explaining 

how he accidentally became interested 
in the idea of machines that generated 
a force to repel gravity. Before long, 
the reader is pulled into a claustropho­
bic world of high technology, conspir­
acy and intrigue, that develops into a 
relentless quest for the truth about big 
budget black sciences. 
After some lightweight introductory 

discussion of anti-!:,>Tavity theory, Nick 
Cook assembles a clear picture of the 
American scientist Thomas Townsend 
Brown, who is widely acknowledged 
as the pioneer of this research, which 
is known as electrogravitics. 
He briefly touches on Townsend 

Brown's alleged involvement with the 
mysterious wartime Philadelphia Ex­
periment, which has always been de­
nied by the U.S Navy. 
In the early nineteen fifties, Town­

send Brown convinced the U .S mili­
tary to take notice ofhis 
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outlandish anti-gravity experiments. 
This work had such an impact on the 

Pentagon's brass, they immediately 
classified most of it as top secret and 
provided mil lions of dollars to defence 
contractors for further development. 
Physicists and engineers were soon 

predicting that T ownsend Brown's ideas 
would change the world forever. Then 
at the height of all this activity, the en­
tire programme came to an abrupt halt 
and little more was heard of Townsend 
Brown or his anti-gravity theories. 
Was electro!:,>Tavitic theory an impossi­

ble dream that could never be achieved? 
Alternatively, is it conceivable that this 
research produced results that were so 
i mpressive they were buried in the 
black projects domain? Was there al­
ready some form of anti-gravity devel­
opment underway and had it been ap­
plied to deeply classified experimental 
aircraft that were occasionally glimpsed 
in remote locations and reported as 
UFO sightings? 
At this point, Nick Cook shifts his at­

tention to ·several unexplained UFO re­
ports dating back to the Second World 
War and early German research into 
flying discs. 
He considers the many perplexing ac­

counts of "foo-fighters," which he be­
l ieves to have been examples of ad­
vanced German wartime technology. 

This takes him into the difficult and 
increasingly controversial area of 
alleged German wartime research into 
disc shaped aircraft. 
Is it possible that some of this technol­

ogy was captured by the Al lies and 
eventual ly used by a specialist team 
working for A vro-Canada in the 1 950s? 
Nick Cook clearly thinks this may have 

happened. He then attempts to bridge 
the gap between the advanced A vro­
Canada flying disc proposals and Town­
send Brown's anti gravity technology, 
which was to have been used in a high 
performance disc shaped fighter known 
as Project Winterhaven. 
Like a good detective story we are car­

ried along by his relentless search for 
the anti-!:,>Tavity Holy Grail ,  which in­
volves meetings with shadowy former 
defence specialists, top aerospace engi­
neers and scientists working on cutting 
edge space projects. 
One of these high flying specialists is 

NASA's George Schmidt and during an 
interview at the Marshal! Space Flight 

Center in Alabama, Nick Cook asks 
him if he believes anyone outside 
NASA is working on anti-gravi ty 
technology . 
"That's always a possibility," replies 

Schmidt. "I'm not one for conspiracy 
theories, but we've learned about 
things that government and organisa­
tions have been involved with in the 
past." Before this fascinating discus­
sion can progress any further, Nick 
Cook's PR escort brings proceedings 
to an abrupt halt. 
Evidently. he has touched a raw 

nerve and it encourages him to press 
ahead with his investigation into zero 
point energy and its relationship with 
gravity. 
We are now swept into the world of 

present day military aerospace secrets 
as Nick Cook turns hi s attention to the 
widely rumoured electrogravitic pro­
pulsion system fitted to the Northrop 
B-2A stealth bomber, the al leged 
Aurora hypersonic spyplane and 
Lockheed-Martin's mysterious Skunk 
Works. 
Could there really be something to all 

these stories of multi bi ll ion dollar 
black budget projects and is there an 
obvious missing l ink? 
Back in London, the author delves 

through records at the Imperial War 
Museum on the advice of his enig­
matic source Marckus who has en­
couraged him to take a further look at 
certain German wartime aviation 
experiments. 
He is soon on the trail of a particu­

larly unpleasant Nazi general by the 
name of Hans Kammler, who took 
charge of special defence projects for 
the SS and promised Hitler wonder 
weapons that would win the war. 
This takes Nick Cook to Germany 

and he arrives at the remains of Hit­
ler's satanic underground Nordhausen 
factory where thousands of slave la­
bourers died building missiles and jet 
fighters. The description of this terri­
ble place sets a chil ling picture of how 
the Nazis operated to attain their 
twisted goals. 
Travelling east, the author arrives in 

the Polish capital and meets up with 
the researcher Igor Witkowski, a for­
mer defence journalist who has spent 
many years investigating wartime 
German secrets. 
While looking for evidence of a 



hidden Nazi nuclear progiamme, 
Witkowski stumbled across a seem­
ingly bizarre series of experiments 
that took place in a deep mine near the 
Czech border. A strange bell shaped 
contraption had been set up and eve­
rything pointed to pioneering research 
into anti-gravity technology. 

Had Nick Cook finally stumbled 
across some real answers to his relent­
less quest? 
An expedition to the mysterious 

W enceslas Mine reveals a peculiar 
henge type of structure that has stood 
in place since the war. I t's purpose 
remains a mystery, but Witkowski is 
convinced that is was part of the Bell 
Experiment. 
At every turn. there are more ques­

tions and Nick Cook's quest now takes 
him to Austria. where he meets mem­
bers of the Schauberger family. 
Viktor Schauberger has long been 

associated with German wartime fly­
ing disc experiments and a series of 
seemingly "off-the-wal l "  ideas about 
fluid dynamics and free energy. 
At one point whil e describing his 

visit to the Schauberger Estate, Nick 
Cook says, " It sounded more than a 
l ittl e  l ike New Age craziness . "  I have 
to say that I found it quite refreshing 
to realise that Nick Cook had retain­
ing his normal common sense 
approach to thi s subj ect. 
However the discussion with Schau­

berger's son reveals many previously 
unknown detail s  of his father's war­
time research. We learn all about 
Schaubergers energy generation ex­
periments and the intriguing l inks to 
HeinkeL (aviation company) which 
seems to slot in with the al l eged flying 
disc project of Rudolf Schriever and 
later Richard Miethe. 

By now, there is an obvious conver­
gence of circumstantial evidence, 
which seems to be leading in one 
direction. On his return to England, 
Nick Cook meets with the Russian 
anti-gravity scientist Dr Eugeny 
Podkletnov and a further piece of the 
j igsaw puzzle fal ls  into place. 
After talking with "black proj ects" 

aircraft desi!,'ller Bob Widmere in 
America, Nick Cook takes us right to 
the fringes of science and meets with 
the Canadian researcher John Hut­
chinson who's bizarre experiments 
almost defy belief and sound l ike 
something from a sci-fi "B"  movie. 
Is there a b lack world of anti gravity 

research underway? If so, wi l l  this 

force be harnessed for good or evil? I s  
the technology actually simpler than 
we image and might there be massive 
corporate pressure to suppress i t? 
Although I was involved with some 

aspects of thi s best sell ing book, I had 
no real idea what form the manuscript 
would take until it was almost com­
plete. 
To date, this book has received glow­

ing reviews in many technical journals 
such as Air International and New 
Scienti st. It has also been favourably 
reported in newspapers, and enthusiast 
publications like UFO Magazine 
( UK).  
Okay, I'm a l ittle biased, but I do con­

sider this book to be an excellent read 
and I would thoroughly recommend it. 
Bill Rose 

Title: Avrocar - Canada's Flying 
Saucer 
Author: Bill Zuk 
Published by: Boston Mills Press, 
Canada. Paperback. 1 1 2 pages. 
B&W images. 
Price: $24.95 CON $ 1 9.95 U.S. 
Available from Amazon U.K 
Discount price £1 2.49 

This book tel ls  the fascinating story of 
Canada's Avrocar project and dis­
cusses the initial attempts to bui l d  a 
supersonic flying saucer. 
At the height of the "Cold War," a 

small talented group of engineers 
were brought together at A vro­
Canada's Toronto plant to design a 
supersonic flying saucer for the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. After a promis­
ing start, the team ran into serious 
technical difficulties with their Project 
Y design and the Canadian govern­
ment decided to call it a day. 

Then the Americans stepped in, 
providing enough money to continue 
with the programme. 
Thi s  led to the more ambitious, 

highly classifi ed Project Ladybird and 

MX 1 794 flying saucer programmes 
for the USAF. These were fol lowed 
by the WS-606A supersonic strike 
aircraft and finally Avrocar, which 
was envisaged as a cross between a 
hovercraft and small utility plane . 

Avrocar - Canada's Flying Saucer i s  
the first book to  document this secret 
history and the author kicks off with a 
verv useful outline of the contractor, 
before moving on to briefly discuss 
their early aircraft. 

A vro-Canada were responsible for 
the little known Jetliner, the sturdy 
CF - 1 00 Canuck al l-weather intercep­
tor and the superb, but ultimately i l l­
fated CF- 1 05 Arrow, which was un­
questionably the most advanced com­
bat aircraft of its day. 
Having set the stage, Bill  Zuk exam­

ines the highly classified flying saucer 
projects and talks  in some depth about 
the chief designer, John Frost. 
Frost was an Engli shman who had 

previously worked on a number of 
famous military aircraft that included 
the Whirlwind. Mosquito and V am­
pire jet .  
We learn many interesting detai ls  

about the kind of man Frost was, 
while Bi l l  Zuk also provides some 
good insights into company pol itics 
at A vro-Canada. 
Frost had a serious interest in German 

WW 1 1  cutting edge aeronautical re­
search and Zuk learnt from official 
government documents that he partici­
pated in at least one secret meeting 
with an engineer who worked on a 
German flying disc project near 
Prague. 
The author examines all the known 

designs belonging to this highly un­
usual flying disc programme, which 
all proved to far ahead of their time to 
fly, or so it would seem ! 
Having spent many years researching 

the historv of Avro-Canada's special 
projects, i feel wel l placed to judge 
this book . While there are some minor 
issues we disagree on, I consider 
Bil l 's  book to be a fine piece of work, 
which draws on much previously un­
known and unique material , including 
some rare company artwork and 
newly discovered photographs . 
This is a fascinating and valuable ref­

erence for any aviation enthusiast in­
terested in unusual military aircraft, or 
the serious ufologist who is looking 
for detailed technical information on 
the largest known postwar MMUFO 
project. 
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FEEDBA CK 
Dear G loria 

I do not th ink it was a coinci­
dence (with the Attack on 
Ameri ca) that you were about 
to run B i ll Rose's article in 
" Strange Times " on terrorism ! 
On S unday I went to Worl d  An­
gel Day, which was arranged in 
February to send peace to the 
world, and the major meditation 
was schedul ed for 4 pm. Not 
only the right day, but even the 
right time ! One cannot and cer­
tainl y should not i gnore this 
kind of thing, i f  one is serious 
about p arapsychology. The 
revelations about Georgina 
Brun i's motives in ST confirms 
my susp icions that we are being 
manipul ated. I find ST h ighly 
i nformative and worthwh i le be­
cause it sti cks to the facts in a 
sober manner and enables the 
reader to get a clear p icture of 
what is going on. 

Regards 

Michael Lewis  
Association for the Scientific 
Study of Anomalous Phenom­
ena (AS SAP) 

Dear Gloria 

Thank you for Strange Times .  I 
l oved the excel l ent interview 
w ith J .J .  B il l  Rose p iece was 
good too.  The Puppet Masters 
w as creepy, as was the foot and 

mouth stuff (we suffered 
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terribly up here) .  
Keep up the good work 

Roy Sandbach 

Hi Gloria, 

Thanks for sending me my 
copy of Strange Times #2.  Your 
interview with Judy Jaafar was 
first class and gave me much to 
think on. I also found many of 
B i l l  Rose's photos excel l ent, he 
must have a great archive ! Con­
grats ! 

Best wishes.  

John McDonal d 

Dear Heather, 

You asked for comment in your 
S .T .  No .2 editorial and I po-
1 itely remind you that you do 
not publ ish readers' letters . 
Surely people write i n  with use­

ful information that supple­
ments articles prev iously pub­
l ished? I ncidental ly, the J ames 
Dean car anecdotes were fasci­
nating. Judith Jaafar th inks we 

have not progressed much in 5 0  
years of ufology . A s  a long­
time UFO-buff and booksel ler ' 

I feel that few people ful ly ap-

preciate the h istory of the sub­
ject and the mind-boggl ing vol ­

ume of the l iterature. I currently 
am able to offer over 400, yes 
400 ! UFO-related books from 

stock. However, th i s  is proba­
bly less than 5% of the pub­
l ished data. Ufol ogy h as pro­
gressed, but so often thi s  is at 
subtle level s ,  that col l ectively it 
is overlooked. 

J udith raises the q uestion of 
whether we are studying UFOs 
or h uman behav i o ur. I don't 
have a problem with th i s .  We 
are study ing UFOs, and a good 
investigator fi lters the report 
data taking i nto account h uman 
perception and cultural bel iefs .  
Contact reports have al way s  
been a m inefield.  J ust tread 
careful ly and carry a long stick ! 

K ind regards, 

S i ncerely 

L i onel B eer 
The Travel and Earth Mysteries 
Society ,  Hampton, M iddlesex 

The Edi to r  wel comes letters 
and readers comments, wh i ch 
shoul d be sent to our offi ce 
address or can be emai led 
directly .  

See  inside the front cover for 
contact detai ls .  



BUFORA LONDON LECTURES, 2002 
T H E  B R I TI S H  U F O  RES EARC H ASSOC I ATION ( BUFORA) 

WEB-S I TE www.bufora.org.uk 

BUFORA is pleased to announce a brand new programme of events for 2002. At the time of going to press some 
details were still being finalised but please make a note of some key dates for these lectures. 

I n  a departure from previ ous arrangements, BU FORA is teaming up with Malcolm Robi nson ' s  Strange Phenomena In­
vestigations UK ( S PI- UK) to sponsor a series of informal Phenomenal Afternoons in London . . The venue wi l l  be the 
Function Room of the Sols Arms Public House 65-68 Hampstead Road, London, NW l 2PN. l t  is literally around the 
corner from E uston Tower. 

In addition, B U FORA is running three seasonal mini-conferences as special events at other l ocations .. The Phenomenal 
Afternoons in London series, presents an opportunity to expl ore a wider range of subj ects, as it is impossi ble to consider 
U FOs without touching on wi der aspects of the paranonnal . 

Pl ease note the fol l owing dates and speakers (correct a the time of goi ng to press )  

Satu rday 1 6th February 
Saturday 1 6th March 
Saturday 1 3th April 
Saturday 1 1 th May 
Saturday 8th June 
Saturday 13th J uly 
Saturday 1 Oth August 
Sa turday 5th October 

Satu rday 2 nd November 
Saturday 7th December 

To Be Announced 
Roy Lake - London UFO Cases 

Maxine Pearson - Remote Viewing 
Carol Cochrane - CropCircles 
E laine Waite and John Hanson 
To Be Announced 
To be announced. 

John Spencer - Ghosts and Poltergeists - The Impertinent Questions 
To Be Announced 
To Be Announced 

A l l  the above lectures wi l l  be held at the Sols Anns, 3pm-6 . 30pm with Buffet incl uded 
Further guest speakers to be announced for all the above dates soon. 

In addition to the above lectures, B U FORA will be presenting the following events: 

Saturday 2 nd March: 

Saturday 1st June 

Saturday 7th September 

AGM followed by UFO video afternoon 
Venue: Westminster Harrow Campus 2pm-Spm 

Roswell Conference with guest speaker Philip Mantle 
Venue: Westminster Harrow Campus -2pm-Spm 

BU FORA 's 40th Birthday Conference 
Ven ue:  Ke nsi ngto n  Central Libra ry 1 pm-4pm 

Please Note 
All of these events are admission by ticket at .£6 unless otherwise stated. Members C!f BUFORA and SPI can obtain these 
ticketsfor £5for advance booking through the box C!ffice at: 

Evolution P.O. Box 633 Beacons field Bucks. HP9 2G L 

Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to BUFORA Ltd. It cannot be guaranteed that tickets will be 
available on the door and only advance books secures the concessionary rate. 

B U FORA U FOCAL L  09068 1 2 1 886 
News updates, forthcoming lectures, special events, how to report a sighting and how to join BUFORA. 

Just dial and listen 
BT PREMIUM RAT E CAL L  CHARGES APPLY 




